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Yugoslavia adds to 
May term list 
VOLUME NO. 91—ISSUE 22 
Faculty fund recipients chosen 
Decisions concerning who will re- while Jack Schubert, professor of en-
ceive Faculty Development Funds vironmental health services, partici-
have been made, though formal letters pates in the Sixth International Con-
of acceptance have not yet been sent, gress of Radiation Research in Tokyo 
Between thirty and forty professors and Kyoto. 
will receive grants this summer Robert Cline, assistant professor of 
through external funding such as the economics, from the Economics De-
Mellon and Lilly Foundations or 
through college endowments from 
Wilson, Becker, and Den Uyl grants. 
Some examples of what the faculty 
members will be doing this summer. 
partment will be studying the "Impact 
of Tax Limitations on State-Local Ex-
penditures and Revenues." 
A grant has been received to support 
summer research to develop richer 
development of the recipient as a per-
son and a scholar, which will secondly, 
benefit, students, some of whom will 
participate in the research through 
Cooperative Student Grants, who will 
learn as a result of their professor's 
growth,, 
The Yugoslavia May Term origi-
nated only last year as a sort of spur-
of-the-moment decision by a group of 
students and their profssor, Michael 
Petrovich, associate professor of his-
tory, in a Balkan history class. Their 
trip was so successful that a new addi-
tion was implemented into the May 
Term Program. The 1979 Yugoslavia 
program is designed with three objec-
tives in mind: " ( I ) to study the Yugos-
lav history, culture, economic prac-
tices, and political institutions; (2) to 
visit cultural, art, and historical sites 
and regions; and (3) to have fun doing 
the first t w o . " 
The fourteen students enrolled in the 
program are scheduled to depart from 
Hope on May 11 and return June 6. 
Although the majority of the trip will 
be spent in Yugoslavia the group will 
also see parts of Luxembourg, Ger-
many, Switzerland, Austria, and Italy. 
Once inside Yugoslavia, they will 
travel through the major cities and cap-
itals of the different republics as well as 
through several rural villages and me-
dieval cities. 
An important part of the Yugoslavia 
May Term is the preparation that takes 
MAY 3, 1979 place prior to the trip. Several books, 
pamphlets, and magazines—including 
the two great works: The Yugoslavs by 
Dusko Doder and The Bridge on the 
Drina by Ivo Andric—have been as-
signed and followed by weekly ses-
sions of discussion and lectures led by 
Petrovich, himself a native Yugoslav. 
Topics of discussion range from 
Marxism, Tito, and Yugoslavia's cus-
toms and traditions to passports, visas, 
itinerary, and "what to br ing" lists. 
Questions are raised and maps are 
poured over as students try to grasp as 
much knowledge about the Yugosla-
vian people and their culture as they 
can. 
A mini-course in Serbo-Croatian, 
the principal language of Yugoslavia, 
is taught in order that the students may 
more effectively communicate with the 
Yugoslavs. This preparation is essen-
tial for the students to fully appreciate 
Yugoslavia as it is: a culture and soci-
ety that is radically different than their 
own. 
Another important step in preparing 
for the trip is the building of group 
spirit. Much of the success of the trip 
depends on how the group relates to 
one another and whether individuals 
view themselves as part of a unit or as 
part of one of several factions.
 # 
Since much of the trip is spent in 
close quarters traveling together in 
vans across Europe and throughout 
Yugoslavia it is imperative that some 
sort of group bond is formed. Dinner 
parties serve just this need. They give 
the students a chance to relax and re-
flect together. 
These dinner parties, considered by 
some to be the best part of the prepara-
tion process, also aid in providing the 
students with such ' 'vital ' ' information 
as: the latest Yugoslavian joke, how to 
say "more please" in Serbo-Croatian, 
that America's apple pie is second only 
to Yugoslavia's cheese pie, and that 
slivovitz—Yugoslavia's choice plum 
brandy—should be drunk very slowly 
and sparingly. 
Although much can be said and done 
in the way of preparation for a trip, 
there is no clear way of forecasting 
what is actually going to take place in 
the future. There is no need, therefore, 
for worry of "over-planning" or t(x> 
much preparation, for every trip still 
has its own unique surprises and twists. 
though not by far a comprehensive list, background for professors teaching 
are as follows: William Cohen, as- Senior Seminars. 
Profs giving higher grades for work 
sociate professor of history, will be 
working on writing a book about 
"Black Mobility and the Transforma-
tion of the Southern Labor System: A 
Study in Continuity and Change, 
1850-1930." 
James Gentile, assistant professor of 
biology will do a biological study enti-
tled "The Development of a Method to 
Enhance Mutagenesis in the Yeast 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae." 
Terry Moore, assistant professor of 
music, will be doing some research and 
writing a student's manual on violin 
technique. 
William Reynolds, associate profes-
sor of English, will study "Dorothy L. 
Sayers and the English Detective 
Novel: 1918-1939." 
Peter Jolivette, assistant professor of 
physics will be involved in "Low 
Energy Nuclear Reaction Studies," 
To receive a grant through Hope's 
funding the interested professor must 
submit a proposal following specific 
guidelines set by a -seven member 
committee informally called the Ex-
panded Faculty Status Committee. 
Members of the committee include one 
person elected from each of the four 
academic divisions, the two academic 
deans Jacob Nyenhuis and F. Sheldon 
Wettack, and the provost David 
Marker who acts as chairman. 
The committee evaluates the appli-
cants on the basis of the magnitude of 
the proposed studies to the faculty 
member's long term development and 
the college community. They are also 
evaluated by correct fulfillment of the 
guidelines and the prospect that the 
work will lead to additional funding. 
The primary purposes of Faculty 
Development Funding are firstly, the 
It is easier to get an " A " course 
grade at Hope than it was last year. 
Grade inflation at Hope was a topic 
of discussion of the last Academic Af-
fairs Board meeting. According to a 
report compiled by Registrar Jon Huis-
ken, the average course grade appears 
to be creeping up. A similar report was 
also issued during the 1977-78 school 
year, but instructors apparently did not 
slow down in giving the higher grades 
to their students. 
Before taking any official action on 
the situation, the board has requested 
refined data and new information from 
the Registrar's office. 
The board, however, did recognize 
that the average grade has indeed con-
tinued to climb, and that it is an issue to 
be dealt with. 
Of the refined data to be requested, 
the most controversial seems to be the 
grades of the studio courses and how 
they have affected the totals. Board 
member John Tammi, associate pro-
fessor of theatre, pointed out that 
"many departments (such as dance) 
have mostly studio courses—and this 
is a different case . " 
The case that Hope students were 
simply becoming better students was 
discussed as a possibility—until one 
board member remarked that Hope 
student standings on national tests are 
declining. 
An explanation suggested by 
another board member, was that "stu-
dents of the lower end of the scaled 
drop out or withdraw." This, he con-
tinued is the case in many of his 
classes., most notably since the with-
drawal period has been extended. 
Student board member Nancy Gel-
dersma noted that, at any rate, a Hope 
" C " grade means the same as another 
college's " C " grade to many em-
ployers, and that Hope students many 
times may look inferior in comparison 
to these other applicants, even though 
in her opinion a Hope " C " may be 
more difficult to obtain. 
In response to this, it was board 
chairman Donald Williams, professor 
of chemistry, opinion that "whatever 
we do. we can't punish our students. 
The report compiled by Huisken. 
while not making any recom-
mendations, has been issued to Hope 
instructors listing each instructor's 
grades in comparison with his col-
legues. 
Commencement nears Students respond to alcohol survey 
Sunday, May 13 marks the long-
anticipated event for425 Hope seniors. 
Commencement ceremonies begin 
at II a.m. with the Baccalaureate ser-
vice in Dimment Chapel. Vem Schip-
per, associate director of college rela-
tions, reports that student attendance at 
the Baccalaureate has risen in recent 
years. Two tickets for the service are 
alloted to each senior. Although the 
seating capacity in Dimment is only 
1200, Schipper said that within the past 
few years he has set up two sets of 
bleachers in the back for those who 
need the extra room. 
Rev. Glen C. Knect, Pastor of the 
Wallace Memorial United Presbyte-
rian Church in Hyattsville, Maryland 
will be the Baccalaureate speaker. 
Knecht's daughter, Beth is a member 
of the Hope graduating class of 1979. 
Knecht's topic is entitled, "Truth for 
the Tes t . " * 
Following the service, seniors and 
their families are invited to a light 
"j luncheon from 12:30-2:00 in Phelps 
* Dining Hajl. One need not obtain tic-
Hillegonds will speak on "Begin-
ning and Ending Wel l . " 
Although only five tickets are 
rationed out to each senior, those stu-
dents with large families may request 
additional tickets. The Alumni office 
does not guarantee that all requests can 
be filled, but they will try. 
The Civic Center seats 2,400; how-
ever, Schipper said they set up for 
2500. 
All seniors are required to attend a 
Commencement rehearsal Wednes-
day, May 9 at the Civic Center at 5:45 
p.m. 
The results from the alcohol ques-
tionnaires are pouring in! Approxi-
mately one month ago 700 comprehen-
sive alcohol surveys were distributed 
to randomly selected Hope student. 
343 of the returned surveys were 
deemed fit for analysis. The purpose of 
the questionnaire was to determine the 
behaviors, attitudes, and awareness 
lacks of Hope students related to their 
alcohol use or non-use. Once all the 
data is tabulated, the students conduct-
ing the survey will present their con-
clusions and recommendations to the 
Alcohol Education Committee in the 
form of a marketing study. 
- Because of the sheer mass of the 
data, students will have to wait until 
next fall before a detailed analysis of 
the questionnaire results will be pub-
lished. At this date, however, it has 
been determined that a selected sample 
of results may be released. 
According to statistics released by 
the U.S. Department of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfare, in 1976 at most col-
lege campuses, 87 to 93 percent of the 
students drink at least occasionally. 
The trend prior to 1976 had shown 
regular increases of two to four per-
centage points annually. 
How does Hope compare to these 
figures? \5c/c of Hope's students never 
drink and 8 5 # apparently do. Of those 
who drink, about the same percentage 
are male as are female. 78r/f of the 
drinkers have gotten drunk at least 
once. This equates to 66c7c of the entire 
student population. 52% of the 
drinkers prefer beer, 18% prefer wine, 
and 30% prefer mixed drinks. 
Again, of those who drink, most 
students consume two or three in one 
setting. 53% of all students feel that 
"an occasional" drink is okay as long 
as it doesn't interfere with grades or 
responsibilities. 
Milestone editor chosen 
Music dept. presents operas 
In the final media appointment of the 
semester, the Student Communica-
tions Media Committee has named 
Jennifer Elliott as the Milestone editor 
for the 7 9 - 8 0 school year. 
Elliott will be a senior next fall. She 
is an English major from Portage, 
Michigan. According to Nancy 
kets for the luncheon. 
Commencement exercises take 
place at 3:00 P .M. in the Holland Civic Taylor, head of the SCMC, Elliott is 
Center. Rev. William Hillegonds of unusually well qualified. She has had 
Pella; Iowa willjiddress the graduates, two years experience as a yearbook 
For many seniors, Hil legonds pres- editor in high school, was copy editor 
ence will be of special significance as this past fall for the anchor, and has 
he served as Chaplain here at Hope recently completed a semester intem-
from 1966-1979. - ship with the Church Herald. 
Actually, President Van Wylen met Elliott's work with the Herald en-
with a number of seniors and suggested tailed copy editing, rewriting, layout 
Hillegonds for Commencement and design. She has had articles in the 
speaker. The students approved be- anchor, the Church Herald, and has 
cause they "appreciate his life and his had a poem published in the Opus. 
. . ministo!..". . , n . ^ W o n to her practical expert-
ence, Taylor stated that Elliott's en-
thusiasm and creativity were strong 
factors that impressed the committee. 
Elliott will be attending a Student 
Congress financed workshop for a few 
days this summer. Elliott is not on 
campus and could not be reached for 
comments on her new position. Bob 
Van Wyngarden, present Milestone 
editor, commented: "Jennifer is 
someone who I made a special effort to 
talk into the job simply because I know 
that she does not look at such a project 
as a mere hobby or an item for the 
resume. Jennifer will take the same 
love for creating a yearbook into the 
new year that I did.'** 
Students interested in working on 
the staff should contact Elliott in the 
fall. 
Scenes from famous operas will be 
presented by the Hope College music 
department opera workshop tomorrow 
and Saturday, at 8 p.m. in Wichers 
Auditorium. 
Directed by Joyce Morrison, as-
sociate professor of voice, the perfor-
mances are open to the public free of 
charge. 
A portion of Mozart's Impressario, 
a comedy opera concerning rivalry be-
tween two sopranos, will feature junior 
Katrina Picha of Amherst, Ma. and 
junior Beth Botsis of Holland as the 
rivals, sophomore John Gumpper of 
Flint as Mr. Bluff, and sophomore 
Brad Aspey of Muskegon as Mr. 
Scruples. Two duets from late 19th 
Century Opera will be sung by junior 
Debra Hall of Naperville, 111. and 
senior Janet Poppen of German Valley, 
111., followed by the Smuggler's Quin-
tet and Card Trio from Bizet's Carmen 
with sophomore Terri Whitney of 
Grand Rapids, sophomore Sue Martle 
of Attica, N .Y. , junior John Byl of 
Shelby, junior Douglas VanderMeulen 
of Holland, and junior Kim Nagy of 
Grand Haven as Carmen. 
Following intermission, the Quintet 
from Rossini's Barber of Seville will 
use the talents of sophomore Betty 
Peterson of Kent City , senior Douglas 
Dykstra of Muskegon, and senior 
Robert Schultz of Stevensville. 
Dykstra, McFaden, and Schultz return 
to sing two selections from Gilbert and 
Sullivan with Betty Peterson as 
Josephine 
Concluding the program will be a 
scene from Menotti's Amah! and the 
Night Visitors, the story of a crippled 
boy who is miraculously healed on the 
continued on page 7 
Page 2 Hope College anchor 
What is Hope afraid of? 
> Throughout this past year we have 
run up against saboteurs, resignation^, 
closed-mouth administrators, apathy, 
fearful college staff members, reluc-
tant professors, and threats. We have 
been given the run around, false infor-
mation, half the facts, no facts, com-
plaints and more complaints. 
J 
The administration, Student Con-
gress and the student body are con-
cerned with the problem of campus 
communications. Why then is it so 
difficult to get people to supply infor-
mation? It is extremely difficult to 
supply the campus with information 
that is apparently unattainable. 
Several stories we tried to cover led 
us to dead ends. One professor that 
was contacted said, in answer to a 
question, "Can ' t you just leave me 
alone?" On two separate occasions, in 
response to questions about specific 
problems, we were told by administra-
tors that there was, in actuality, "no 
problem. 0 
Several professors have given us in-
formation on different subjects but re-
fused to be quoted; and a college staff 
member was fearful of being quoted 
because, he said, he could lose his job. 
Seldom can opinions be gotten from 
professors and college staff members. 
Administrative opinions are easily ob-
tained, but are in general only positive. 
Students, too, are willing to give 
opinions, but they also have a fear of 
being quoted or their names used. 
Hope is not an ideal community—' 
we doubt that there is one—but it does 
have a lot going for it and could have 
more, were it not for a seemingly in-
nate fear in the college community. 
According to the catalog, Hope has an 
insistent concern for intelligent in-
volvement in the human community 
and its problems. Where is it? ' 
To those few people who were con-
cerned and took the time and energy to 
help, talk to, and appreciate us, we tip 
our hats. 
Washington, D.C. 
To some, the name of this city 
evokes the image of a bloated printing 
press spewing out so much worthless 
paper so as to create a paper shortage or 
to regulate trying. Others see the mall, 
the memorials, the museums, the 
biggest tourist attraction on the 
Potomac. To still others, the nation's 
capitol stands for the think tank where 
policies are somehow ground out to 
guide one of the most powerful nations 
in the world. 
But, to the 19 Washington Semester 
students, Washington, D.C. is a place 
to work, to learn, and to enjoy. 
Six of the interns are spending much 
of their lime during this second set of 
internships with the nation's legislators 
on Capitol Hill. Mary Van Dis works 
with the press secretary of Roger 
Davis, US Representative for the 
Upper Penninsula. The Fourth District 
of Michigan, represented by Con-
by Larry Mannino 
This is it. In a moment it will be all 
over. What will it be like then? Who 
knows? Not many come back to talk 
about it. It seemed so short and yet it is 
over! Will there be an afterlife? Won't 
somebody please help me—I am going 
to graduate! 
—from the dreams of a 79 graduate to 
be 
Life can be scary if you let it. You 
can worry about tests, papers, dates, 
money, and life. There is no end to the 
list. You can even worry about worry-
ing too much. It can become an endless 
cycle if you let it. Yet there is more to 
life; something only God can give you. 
That is love, perfect love. 
In eleven short days my Hope career 
will be over. I '11 be one of the so-called 
surv ivors . . . a graduate. Yet as 1 
leave, there is no success, fame, or 
even a job waiting for me. Uncertain-
ties await me as I leave this friendly 
school that I have known as home for 
four years. Yes, I know that I will take 
warm memories with me (and a wife) 
but even more, 1 will have something 
no diploma can show—love. 
Hope: that is what I came here with 
and that is what I found. Faith: no 
science has accounted for it nor philos-
ophy destroyed it. It has remained and 
grown with me. Love: it has been my 
teacher, instructor, and friend. God: 
He has been my master. And you, 
fellow Hopites—my friends. 
Life, they say, is a journey. My walk 
at Hope has been a good one but 1 must 
go on. I am no longer an 18-year-old 
full of wonder and fear entering a 
strange college. No, now, I am a 21-
year-old leaving full of wonder and 
love. Saint John says that, "God is 
love" (I Jn 4:16) and this may not be 
new to most of you but he goes on to 
say; " In love there can be no fear" . 
How come? Because "fear is driven 
out by perfect love" (I Jn 4:18). This 
truth I have experienced. 
by Reid Thurs ton 
My last words to Hope College. 
Hmmm, what would you say? Shall 1 
reminisce about all the great limes— 
and the hard times—that have been 
part of my encounter with Hope? Shall 
I express my gratitude to all who have 
entered my life these past four years? 
Should 1 just forget about parting 
words and go to the beach? No, I'll 
exercise my Senior's prerogative and 
conclude this column with some sim-
ple advise. Take it for whatever it's 
worth, I'm not a wise old man, just a 
student stepping out. 
This is a liberal arts college so go 
liberal arts. Take a variety of courses in 
different fields, explore new interests, 
develop your creativity. If becoming a 
truly educated person does nothing else 
for you, you'll be great entertainment 
at graduation parties. 
Don't hesitate to take time off, 
spend time on an off-campus semester, 
or just take your time in becoming 
educated. This is common advice from 
those who have taken semesters off and 
a wish from one who didn't. 
Remember to develop in a balanced 
way. Classes tend to develop your 
academic skills but there is more to 
your life. Without neglecting your 
studies (as was sometimes my story), 
take measures to develop your friend-
ships, your social life, your body, your 
emotions, your creativity, your life as a 
responsible member of God's world. 
and above all, your relationship with 
your Creator. 
For purpose in life see God. Trying 
to find purpose in life apart from one's 
Creator seems to be a fruitless path. If 
you've never struggled with it, dare to 
ask what your purpose in living is, and 
how to go about it. 
Finally to those serious about living 
out your relationship with Jesus, this 
advice is true and often given, yet too 
seldom (by me) applied: spend quiet 
time each day seeking God's truth and 
communicating with Him. 
Thanks again Hope College. And if 
anyone actually has been reading these 
columns, I hope you got something out 
of your end of the conversation be-
cause I've gotten alot out of mine. 
Peace. 
/ 
gressman Dave Stockman, is employ-
ing Carla Hoover as a computer oper- • 
ator at unheard-of wages ($0.00 per 
hour). 
On the other slope of the hill. Nan 
Bian is working with a member of 
Senator Bob Packwood's (Oregon) 
staff interviewing various pacts. 
Gretchen Coffill has been assigned to 
identify problems for Senator Jake 
Gam (Utah) to make recommendations 
on the Clean Air Act. Rob Torresen 
and Charlie Ranson spend much of 
their time at hearings which are of 
interest to the American Bar Associa-
tion and General Motors, respectively. 
Their summaries of the proceedings 
are used by lawyers and lobbyists 
across the country. 
Sixteen blocks up Pennsylvania Av-
enue, four interns are at work in the 
peanut factory—or the Old Executive 
Office Building. If you want a job with 
the White House, just contact Bob 
Acri, Dave Bruins, or Clark Gram in 
the Presidential Personnel Office. If 
you're interested in the White House's 
new Cities in Schools program, Jeff 
Welch will be able to assist you. 
Representing the Judicial Branch is 
Deb VanHoeven in the Public Defen-
der's Office. As an investigator for 
felonies. Deb's job takes her to some 
awful areas. She has to do the 
footwork—canvassing, knocking on 
doors, and interviewing—for armed 
robberies, drug cases, and homicides. 
Prisons, jails, and rundown tenements 
are her regular stops. A job for the 
squemish, this surely is not. 
In the big bad bureaucracy are four 
interns whose agencies are often at 
odds with each other. The General Ac-
counting Office, for example, has 
managed to engender some animosity 
towards itself through its audits of 
other agencies. At the GAO, Kent 
Pagel is engaged in a project on welfare 
programs in counties around Washing-
ton, D.C. , which sounds mundane 
enough until HEW gets wind of it. 
In the Health part of HEW, Kevin 
Deighton is working on hospital cost 
containment, anothe^pet project of the 
Carter administration. Randy Coffill is 
researching the National Employment 
Priorities Act at the Chamber of Com-
merce, an agency that would prefer 
less government interference in hospi-
tal costs, and most everywhere else, 
for that matter. One of the most re-
nowned regulatory agencies, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, has 
Doug Mulvaney researching hazard- ^ 
ous waste disposal. 
Sharon Pearse, working for a more 
independent agency, the National 
Grange, is researching whether the 7 
South will give up further ground for 
the Grange. The last three students are 
getting away from the domestic scene 
through their internships at the De-
partment of State. Rich George is re-
searching how transnational bargain-
ing and industrial democracy affect 
multinational corporations. Mary Peter-
son is writing a human rights report on 
Brazil for the Latin America Desk. In 
the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search, Steve Muyskens is preparing 
an intelligence report on Soviet in-
volvement in Namibia. 
Like any city, Washington has its 
residential district and its business dis-
 f-
trict, its hot spots and its dead spots, its 
tourist attractions and its tourist repul-
sions. Besides having a few more 
monuments, museums, and notable 
personalities, Washington looks just 
the same as any other major U.S. city. 
But, when it comes to learning how a 
bureaucracy is run, it is hard to beat 
living, experiencing, and surviving in 
Washington, District of Columbia. 
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by Gayle Boss 
Last week I bought three bridal 
shower gifts in two days. 
The season of the summer bride is 
upon us. 
Walking past the chiffon-parasoled 
windows of Teerman's, holding up 
$100 dresses from the racks of Hua-
son 's, thumbing through the gilt-edged 
pages of bridal registers at both, 1 was 
aware for the first time in my life of 
what a big business marriage is in this 
country. It ranks right up there in capi-
tal outlay with death and funerals. 
We spend a small fortune on wed-
dings. But it 's not simply the dollars 
spent that bother me so much, though I 
do wince when I think of children 
starving in our own cities while we 
spend $ 120 on orchids that wilt an hour 
after the ceremony. It's the suspicion 
that we lose the spiritual significance 
of marriage in the piles of wrapping 
paper. 
The way to do a wedding is decreed 
in the meticulous minutia on which 
materialism thrives: bridesmaids must 
have new dresses that match the 
groomsmen's ruffled shirts, invitations 
must be sent in linen double envelopes 
to an equal number from each family 
side, ad nauseum. 
We make of a wedding a well-oiled 
mechanical process and forget why it 
was made, forget the spiritual bond of 
lifelong commitment that all of that 
carefully - planned detail—like ex-
changing rings—is supposed to sym-
bolize. 
Well, it 's said, there's social con-
vention to follow; some even go so far 
as to call it tradition. And we all know 
it's important to preserve tradition. 
After all, think how disappointed 
Aunt Minnie would be if she couldn't 
buy her favorite niece that matching 
setting-of-stoneware-for-eight, or how 
impolite it would be if Uncle Louie 
came all the way from Houston and we 
didn't offer him champagne and dinner 
at the reception. 
And of course it's easy—and 
valid—to argue that the material as-
pects of a marriage ceremony need not 
be attached any significance by the 
couple who know how to keep the 
material in its proper place as that 
which "moth and rust doth corrupt ." 
But as human beings, it's too easy to 
become distracted. Picking out the sil-
verware pattern takes time and 
energy—time taken away from asking 
the hard questions, like, "Why is it 
important to me to have silver that 
matches my stoneware?" 
And it gets to be habitual. We get so 
wrapped up in decorating the church, 
and then the apartment, then the house, 
and then the bigger house that we never 
ask " w h y ? " and forget that we ever 
did. We spend our energy and put our 
thoughts to sleep in pillows of chiffon 
and shag carpeting until we can't rouse 
ourselves. •• . 
Man is different from the monkeys 
by virtue of his moral choices. By 
slouching down in materialism's 1st 
class compartment easy chairs to be 
unconsciously carried from one life-
station to another, we let our humanity 
be hypnotized away from us. In the 
thick, closed air we sleep; we let our 
spirits become sluggish and soft and 
slurred. 
Marriage isn't the first or only life 
station where we 're lured aboard mate-
rialism's train. My mother just sent me j 
a check to buy a new dress for gradua-
tion, even though I have a closet full of 
clothes. If I buy this one, even after 
asking myself why I do so and what it 
means to me, how many more will I 
buy before I no longer ask " w h y ? " , 
before I consider a new dress what 1 
need, or deserve? 
So—Stand up. Breathe deeply. Stay . ^ 
alert. Make your- own conscious 
choices, aware of the consequences. 
Don't register at Teerman's if you 
know, like me, that you're weak and 
that in the accumulating of mounds of 
material possessions you're easily dis-
tracted from what they mean. 
It may mean that Aunt Minnie scolds 
you and Uncle Louie seems very dis-
appointed, and everyone shakes their 
heads and asks why you won't just 
cooperate and do things the way 
they've always been done. 
But stand true to what you believe. If 
you would call yourself a person, a true 
human being, you can't do any less. 
And if they love you, it's the 
believer—the chooser—the person— 
that they love anyway. 
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Mortar Board gives profs 'last chance' to speak out 
Mortar Board, Inc., is a national hgnor society 
of college seniors. The society recognizes in its 
membership the qualities of superior scholastic 
ability, outstanding and continual leadership, 
and dedicated service to the college community. 
Hope's Alcor chgpter of Mortar Board has 
chosen this year to revive the Last Chance Talks, 
a college tradition dormant since the mid-60's. 
Professors ^e r e -asked to write on the topic of 
their choice, given the hypothetical situation that 
this was their last chance ever to write on the 
chosen issue. Professors Dickie, Shaughnessy 
and ten Hoor arose to the challenge, with 
Professors Prin and Dykstra presenting rewrites 
of previous Last Chance Talks. Mortar Board and 
the anchor are proud to present these interesting 
and informative articles. 
of life. It is just because the poet is peculiarly 
sensitive to joy that he is peculiarly vulnerable to 
pain and anger and despair. By sense of life I do 
not mean an undifferentiated sensuality or a 
starry-eyed sensibility that embraces no dark-
ness. In fact, the sense of life I am talking about is 
a kind of true realism, call it a romantic realism, a 
feeling that cannot be divorced from thinking 
about darkness and the end of life. It cannot be 
divorced from the ultimates and last chances that 
I am inclined to suppose that you consider 
these lines quite banal, trite, sentimental. 
Perhaps they are. They happen to belong to 
Robert Frost. You are likely to respond, " D o n T 
you know that conditions in the world today are 
pretty grim! Don't you know that literature today 
is nihilistic! Don't you know that life is absurd!" 
I know. Here is the way a Berkeley professor puts 
it: "Time and time again absurdist plays carp at 
us that the human condition is absurd, as though 
the confrontation of absurdity were some sort of 
agonizing process that paralyzed our ability to 
act, that corroded our will, destroyed our hope, 
and sapped our imagination ot all vigor. Gener-
ally, they present human action in a particularly 
depressing and dreary light, as though all life 
suffered from spiritual and emotional 
leukemia." 
It is partly because of this "spiritual and emo-
tional leukemia" that I am taking the line I am 
tonight—not just because it is Spring, or to 
defend Poetry. Of course, it's all of a piece. 
Lately, it seems to me, there has been enough 
darkness of mood, meanness of spirit, bitter 
spitefulness, destructive protest—or merely 
apathy—on this campus, without my contribut-
ing more tonight. That is not what one does with a 
last chance. 
I'll conclude by returning to a point I made 
earlier: that the sense of life I am talking about is a 
kind of romantic realism, a feeling that cannot be 
divorced from thinking—cannot be divorced 
from the extreme position of a last chance, the 
end of life. Camus, who popularized the philoso-
phy of the Absurd, always took this extreme 
position. If you have wanted a tone more somber 
than the one 1 have taken tonight, at least listen to 
the words of this optimistic absurdist: "As for 
me, it has always been the word and from the idea 
of fruitfulness that 1 have drawn my hope. Like so 
many men today, I am tired of criticism, denigra-
tion, and meanness—in short, of nihilism. We 
must condemn what needs condemnation; it 
should be done with vigor and then put aside. But 
what deserves to be praised should be exalted at 
length. After all, it is for this I am an artist, 
because even when what the artist creates is a 
denial, it still affirms something and pays hom-
age to the magnificent life we l ive ." 
So keep your eye open and bright tcUhe won-
der of life. Remember Chaucer's birds "that 
sleep all night with open e y e . " But don't take 
those birds too literally. Chaucer is speaking 
poetry. 
John J. 
Shaughnessy 
by John J . Shaughnessy 
In one sense it would be exciting for me if I 
could tell you that the idea for this essay occurred 
to me suddenly when I sat at my desk and 
considered my surroundings. After all. 1 intend to 
work with a theme of resource development, use. 
and conservation; my immediate surroundings 
could not be more in tune with this theme. The 
piles of snow and windblown branches outside 
my window testify to the strong grip of winter. 
My own warmth confirms the availability and use 
of energy resources to combat the winter chill. 
The gas bill on my desk attests to the high cost of 
that energy use. The insulation behind the wall 
and the weather stripping around the window are 
ample reminders of attempts to conserve re-
sources. These prompts are so salient that they 
may have forced themselves into my thinking 
even if I had intended to write about some other 
topic entirely. Unfortunately, I cannot describe 
the thrill of the lightening bolt appearance of the 
ideas presented in this essay. That description 
would be false. The true account of my thinking 
on this topic, however, is even more in keeping 
with this essay's theme. 
When most of us are asked about our prod-
uctivity, we tend to consider those events I would 
classify as involving the use of our energies and 
we give short shrift to our efforts in resource 
development. Students are particularly prone to 
this imbalance. Vague feelings of guilt for being 
solely a drain on resources accompany thoughts 
of the impending future and what can be done 
with one 's life. At its extreme this thinking can 
lead to the absurd contention that being a student 
is not doing something productive. This inability 
to see preparation as productive activity can be 
seen in events as simple as a social gathering and 
as complex as the diplomatic negotiations be-
tween nations. In these and a variety of other 
human endeavors we will begrudgingly admit to 
the necessity of careful preparation if the event is 
'to succeed, but I don't think we really see the 
preparation as potentially the most productive 
part of the enterprise. 
For students the failure to recognize prepara-
tion as productive action can have two unfortu-
nate consequences. The first is that it may lead 
r them to view their education as something that 
happens to them and that must be endured if they 
are to be given a license by society to go out into 
the world and actually do something. The sec-
ond, and more serious danger, is that preparation 
may come to be seen as completed when formal 
education ends with the remainder of life to be 
spent in resource use, not in resource develop-
ment. 
i continued on page 4 
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by A. J ames Prins 
" W e grow stoneblind and insensible to life's 
more elementary and general goods and j o y s . " 
—William James 
It is true that an hypothetical last chance is 
never far from actuality and always very close in 
the imagination, especially when one has already 
embarked on his second-half century of human 
existence. My bams are filled with desire—so I 
am ripe for last chances. I could be struck dead or 
dumb tomorrow, or I could lose my job. I could 
even be snatched from amongst you by the long 
arm of federal law. It has happened here, you 
know."** To be sure, then, the uncertanties of 
life make it easy to imagine hypothetical pos-
sibilities. So it is reasonable that you ask me, 
'What would you say if or if or i f ? " I can only 
answer as truly as my imagination tells me. 
Behind the idea of a Last Chance Talk lurk 
unpleasant assumptions that the Last Chancer has 
never said before what he will say now, or that, 
faced with extinction or separation, his vision 
will he sharpened to an illumination it did not 
have before, or that, worst of all, he will dare to 
say something he did not dare to say before, once 
imminent departure guarantees him immunity to 
reprisal in the world from which he is departing. 
It is good that my last chance here tonight is 
hypothetical and that therefore my immunity is 
hypothetical and irrelevant—because I like to 
believe that in twenty years of teaching at Hope 
College I have said the most important things I 
know over and over. I like to believe that after 
fifty years of thinking and feeling my vision 
doesn't need sharpening by the drastic threat of 
extinction. I like to believe that I have always 
dared to say w h a t l thought important to say, 
without meanness of spirit. None of this is wholly 
true, perhaps not even most true, but I am aiming 
at the clarification of a Last Chance Talk in terms 
of what ought to be, to define it as simply the next 
opportunity to repeat what is important enough to 
repeat. 
What is it that 1 have tried many times before to 
impart and now wish to say over again? 
I could make the burden of this talk my in-
tellectual and scholarly opinions on the study of 
literature. I could give you my philosophy of life 
or of teaching .These are truly important matters, 
but likely to be deadly. I could be more exciting 
with a talk about protest. I have very strong views 
on Vietnam, on Civil Rights, on the drafting of 
college students. Some of them might surprise 
you. I can be passionate, one way or another, 
about anchor rights and Opus rights, about com-
pulsory Chapel and compulsory Culture. The 
idea of protest appeals to me very much. I believe 
that without the spirit of protest the teacher and 
the student and the college will die. 
None of all this that I could do would be the 
simple truth for this moment. It would not be true 
to what I can imagine myself saying if this were 
really my last chance. It would not be right on an 
evening like this one when the magic of April is 
creating the magic of May: "when April with its 
sweet showers I The drought of March has 
pierced to the root 
And small birds make a melody 
That sleep all night with open eye— 
So Nature pricks them in their corages— 
Then folk long to go on p i lg r images . . . . 
Tonight Nature pricks us in our hearts. We desire 
to move out. 
But I will in the correct sense of the word 
protect. For to protest is to affirm and to say 
positively. I protest once again that life is full of 
joy and wonder. It is very much worth living, 
particularly when looked at from the extremity of 
a last chance'! 1 mean life lived with the open 
heart, the life responsive to the world of the 
senses and not isolated in a dungeon of selfish 
despair. We do not make the most of it, and we 
miss a lot of it. 
In a weJI-known paragraph, William James 
states that "our judgments conceming the worth 
of things, big or little, depend on the feelings the 
things arouse in us. Where we judge a thing to be 
precious, in consequence of the idea we frame of 
it, this is only because the idea is itself already 
associated with a feetfng. If we were radically 
feelingless, and if ic^As were the only things our 
minds could entertain, we should fose all our 
likes and dislikes at a stroke, and be unable to 
point-to any one situation or experience in life 
more valuable or significant than any o the r . " 
James' plea is for revitalization of the heart 's 
response to the world that lies around us and is 
open to our senses, for a renewed joy in the 
common and ordinary and plain that we have 
disdained or forgotten in abstract thinking, 
abstract living, " L i f e , " he says, " is always 
worth living if one have such responsive sen-
sibilities. But we of the highly educated classes 
(so called) have most of us got far, far away from 
Nature. We are trained to seek the choice, the 
rare, the exquisite exclusively, and to overlook 
the common. We are stuffed with abstract con-
ceptions, and glib with verbalities and ver-
bosities; and in the culture of these higher 
functions the peculiar sources of joy connected 
with our simpler functions often dry up, and we 
grow stoneblind and insensible to life's more 
elementary and general goods and j o y s . " 
James' prime example of these awakened re-
sponses, tfte sense of life is Tolstoy's Pierre 
Besukhov in War and Peace, fat and goodna-
tured and indolent, Pierre once master of mil-
lions, now a cold, hungry, and lousy prisoner of 
the French: "Here only, and for the first time, he 
appreciated, because he was deprived of it, the 
happiness of eating when he was hungry, of 
drinking when he was thirsty, of sleeping when 
he was sleepy, and of talking when he felt the 
desire to exchange some w o r d s . . . . Later in life 
he always recurred with joy to this month of 
captivity, and never failed to speak with en-
thusiasm of the powerful and ineffaceable sensa-
tions, and especially of the moral calm which he 
had experienced at this epoch. When at day-
break, on the morrow of his imprisonment, he 
saw the mountains with their wooded slopes 
disappearing in the grayist mist; when he felt the 
cool breeze caress him; when he saw the light 
drive away the vapors, and the sun rise majesti-
cally behind the clouds and cupolas, and the 
crosses, the dew, the distance, the river, sparkle 
in the splendid, cheerful rays—his heart over-
flowed with emotion. This emotion kept continu-
ally with him, and increased a hundredfold as the 
difficulties of his situation grew graver He 
learnt that a man is meant for happiness, and that 
this happiness is in him, in the satisfaction of the 
daily needs of existence, and that unhappiness is 
the fatal result, not of our need, but of our 
a b u n d a n c e . . . . When calm reigned in the camp, 
. and the embers paled, and little by little went out, 
the full moon had reached the zenith. The woods 
and the fields roundabout lay clearly visible; and 
beyond the inundation of light which filled them, 
the view plunged into the limitless horizon. The 
Pierre cast his eye upon the firmament, filled at 
that hour with myriads of stars. 'All that is mine, ' 
he thought. 'All that is in me, is me! And that is 
what they think they have taken prisoner! That is 
^wha t they have shut up in a cabin! So he smiled 
and tumed to sleep among his comrades ." 
I do not want to philosophize or moralize upon 
what James says except to note what is needful to 
say, to emphasize what must not be forgotten, 
what must always be remembered: that every 
single thing we do rests on the importance of 
living, on our sense of life. Every burden of 
trtbught, every philosophy and theology and doc-
trine and dogma and moral system, every 
' 'course' ' we take in college rests on the primary 
assumption that the experience of living is signif-
icant. Every mode of expression serves this as-
sumption. We protest the denial of Civil Rights 
because life is very much worth living for all 
people; we protest war in Vietnam because the 
importance of lifq is at stake. We affirm the 
importance of life. Evil, I think, is the denial of 
life and protest a sensitive response to life. When 
we cease to protest we are dead indeed. Yet, 
protests, like doctrines and dogmas, too soon 
become abstract, stale and sterile ends in them-
, selves, and the sensitive response itself is too 
easily darkened and overcome by pain and anger 
and desapir. 
That is why I must say over again, if only as an 
idea, that life is very much worth living. Those 
who say this best are the poets, all those who see 
imaginatively into the heart of things, those who 
attack the sense and pierce the heart. It is their 
function to find where joy resides and to give it a 
voice in our vital responses, to awaken the sense 
we must confront in our imagination. In Camus' 
The Stranger, the hero Meursault, a prisoner 
faced with the certainty of death, "hears the 
tin-trumpet of an ice-cream vendor in the street, a 
small, shrill sound cutting across the flow of 
words" in the courtroom. He thinks, "And then 
a rush of memories went through my mind— 
memories of a life which was mine no longer and 
had once provided me with the surest, humblest 
pleasures: warm smells of summer, my favorite 
streets, the sky at evening, Marie's dress and her 
laugh. 
Whatever the difference in the final assess-
ment of life by Camus and Tolstoy, Meaursault 
and Pierre Besukhov, in the extremity of their 
position, have the same sense of the importance 
of life, the importance of the common and ordi-
nary and plain. They have the same understand-
ing that life is very much worth living. 
All the poetry in the world, rightly felt and 
rightly understood, could be summoned to my 
aid; all the poets in the world have celebrated the 
joy of life, have sung the same sense of life, or 
they were not poets. Here is Dylan Thomas, 
singing his boyhood Spring on Fern Hill, when 
"the Sabbath rang slowly / In the pebbles of the 
holy s t reams." 
All the sun long it was running, it was lovely, 
the hay 
Fields high as the house, the tunes from the 
chimneys, it was air 
And playing, lovely and watery 
And fire green as grass. 
And nightly under the simple stars 
As 1 rode to sleep the owls were bearing the 
farm away. 
All the moon long I heard, blessed among 
stables, the nightjars 
Flying with the ricks, and the horses 
Flashing into the dark. 
Here is Stephen Spender, singing his praise of 
the "truly great ," those "who hoarded from the 
Spring branches / The desires falling across their 
bodies like blossoms." 
What is precious, is never to forget 
The essential delight of the blood drawn from 
ageless springs 
Breaking through rocks in worlds before our 
earth; 
Never to deny its pleasure in the simple morn-
ing light 
Nor its grave evening demand for love. 
Never to allow gradually the traffic to smother 
With noise and fog, the flowering of the spirit 
And here is Alfred Housman, singing Spring 
with cherry blossoms: 
Lovliest of trees, the cherry now 
Is hung with bloom along the bough. 
And stands about the woodland ride 
Wearing white for Eastertide. 
Now, of my threescore years and ten. 
Twenty will not come again. 
And take from seventy springs a score, 
It only leaves me fifty more. 
And since to look at things in bloom 
Fifty springs are little room. 
About the woodlands I will go 
To see the cherry hung with snow. 
Perhaps these lines from Housman are not so 
good as those from Spender and Thomas. They 
sing too little. They " s a y " too much. They are 
too much an idea. But there in it is my whole Last 
Chance Talk—first chance, last chance, every 
chance. 
And so my Last Chance Talk turns out to be a 
defense of Poetry, a defense of Spring, a defense 
of Life. I am taking this last chance to tell you not 
to forget the first thing of all, the importance of 
life itself. 1 am telling you not to be narrow, to 
open your eyes and to respond with feeling to all 
that is in life, to all that may now seem common 
and ordinary and plain. If you respond to life with 
awakened senses, you will not be careless of life. 
You will be a lover of life. You will be a lover of 
others. For you will know what other men can 
feel of pain and joy, and you will not be careless 
of them and their feelings. And if you have such 
responsive sensibilities, life will always be worth 
living. You will reverently pray this "Prayer in 
Spring": 
Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today; 
And give us not to think so far away 
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 
All simply in the springing of the year. 
Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 
And make us happy in the happy bees. 
That swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 
And make us happy in the darting bird 
That suddenly above the bees is heard. 
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill. 
And off a blossom in mid air stands still. 
For this is love and nothing else is love, 
The which it is reserved for God above 
To sanctify to what far ends He will. 
But which it only needs that we fulfill. 
Page 4 
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One of my primary objectives as an educator is 
to instill in my students a lifelong commitment to 
"mental fitness. ' ' I purposely chose the phrase 
"mental fitness " and not learning to draw atten-
tion to what I see as an ironic development in 
education today. More and more we are realizing 
how critical it is for our physical and mental well 
being that we make a conscious effort to include 
. - a . ; 
it,- ' 
physical exercise in our all-too sedentary lives. 
No longer can we count on our daily work to 
provide us with the long-run physical resources 
we need; we must develop these resources in 
some other way. We are beginning to recognize 
the benefits of engaging in activities whose pri-
mary purpose is insuring that we will be prepared 
for the demands of everyday living. 
The irony arises because the upswing in our 
commitment to the necessity of developing our 
personal physical resources seems to be accom-
panied by an unfortunate downturn in our efforts 
toward "mental f i tness" in education. Just as 
much of our physical labor is done for us by 
machines today, so too has much of our daily 
problem-solving become mechanized. Relax. 
This is not going to turn into the diatribe of an 
old-fashioned academician calling for the ban-
ning of computers so that people can be allowed 
to think tor themselves. Even if I were inclined 
toward these sentiments, a call for such action 
would be as futile as opposition to the combine 
would have been in the hopes of preserving the 
physical fitness of the farmer. What I am hoping 
to do is to have us make a commitment to mental 
fitness before the need is so great that we must 
suffer an increase in the incidence of the mental 
equivalent of coronary disease! 
I do not wish to belabor the analogy between 
physical and mental fitness, but I will try to give 
you a better idea of what I mean by the latter by 
pointing to certain parallels I see to the notion of 
physical fitness. First of all, physical fitness is 
not a state which can be achieved in any final 
sense. Even those who are fit need to work 
continuously to maintain their fitness. Some-
times I think that we come to view learning as 
solely a fact-accumulation process and, as such, 
we may be lulled into thinking that there comes a 
time when we've accumulated enough facts and 
we 're going to go out and use them. Perhaps if we 
saw learning as the vehicle to mental fitness we 
would be more sensitive to the ongoing nature of 
the process. Also, when we exercise to achieve 
physical fitness the activities in which we engage 
are productive because of the outcome they pro-
vide. Few of us would aspire to a career as a 
jogger, but jogging can nonetheless be a produc-
tive activity. Somehow, in recent years we have 
come to the view that if our mental activity is not 
directed toward a problem of immediate personal 
relevance to our career objectives then we are 
engaged in little more than idle curiosity. We 
seem more ready to accept the reality of long-
term benefits of physical exercise than we are to 
even consider the possibility of long-term bene-
fits of "using our heads . " While I am not 
suggesting that we search our esoteric topics for 
our new manual of mental calisthenics, 1 do think 
that considering the goal of mental fitness will 
cause us to question whether all mental effort 
needs to be directed to strictly practical applica-
tions. In fact, I'd suggest that a critical charac-
teristic of the "mentally f i t " person is a concern 
not only with those problems which are in need of 
solution but also those which simply have not yet 
been solved. 
Although I have been stressing the need for 
human resource development, I do not thereby 
wish to imply that the proper use of these re-
sources is of lesser importance. All of us face the 
problem of being given only limited lifetimes.* 
Thus, if we make our major objective that of 
resource development we take the risk of com-
pleting our lives as bountiful, but untapped, 
r-sources. I see no easy resolution of this di-
lemma. In a sense my comments can be taken as 
an effort to provide an "equal t ime" editorial 
policy whereby calls for service would include 
calls for preparation for that service. We as 
Christians rightfully make every effort to model 
our lives on the life of Christ. Sometimes, how-
ever, I think we concentrate so heavily on trying 
to follow Christ's public ministry that we forget 
that the majority of his own life was spent in 
preparation for that ministry. The parable of the 
foolish virgins who did not bring additional oil 
for their lamps is often taken to be a warning that 
we must be ready for Christ 's coming at our 
death. Perhaps it could also be Christ's way of 
reminding us that we must take the responsibility 
for being prepared whenever we are called to his 
service. Of course, we must respond when that 
call comes lest we be found asking with those 
who have been damned, "But , Lord, when did I 
sec you h u n g r y . . . " 
One final aspect of the resource analogy war-
rants examination. If we believe ourselves and 
others to be replenishable and depletable re-
sources, we may be a bit more thoughtful in the 
ways in which we draw upon others. We want to 
be careful not to draw so heavily from another 
that we leave little or nothing there to meet the 
needs of others. This is particularly critical for 
those of you who will be filling leadership roles, 
namely, the members of Mortar Board. I 've been 
arguing that all of us have a tendency to slight the 
necessity for developing and replenishing our 
resources; this would seem to be especially true 
of those with a very strdng desire to serve others. 
Sound leadership demands not only that the lead-
ers work at maintaining their own preparation, 
but also that those under their supervision be 
given every opportunity and encouragement to 
renew their resources. In other words, the con-
servation of human resources is an individual and 
collective responsibility. 
In this essay I've attempted to develop an 
analogy in which human development is viewed 
from the perspective of other natural resources 
with which we are familiar. I've concentrated in 
the area of mental activities because it is this area 
with which I have the most contact in my work. 
I've drawn direct parallels from the realm of the 
physical and I see no apparent reason why the 
analogy cannot be carried over to the spiritual 
dimension of our lives. Nonetheless, like any 
analogy, this one is limited. Human beings are 
living, loving creatures who are more than mere 
stockpiles of potential resources. My hope is that 
the analogy has led you to think about your lives 
from a somewhat different perspective. At the 
very least, the effort invested in that thinking has 
the potential to increase your "mental fitness." 
Jane 
Dickie 
by Jane R. Dickie 
Women Students at Hope College are being 
cheated. W e k h e faculty, are cheating them, men 
students are cneating them and they are cheating 
themselves. They will continue to be cheated 
unless we and they recognize the forces that have 
and likely will affect their lives. 
One frequently quoted statistic about Hope 
College is that it is among the top 25 schools in 
the percentage of graduates who obtained docto-
rates between 1920 and 1970. However, when I 
examined the Science article that reported this 
fact I found that Hope is among the top 25 schools 
for men only. It does not appear in the list for 
women or for combined men and women. Of 
course there may be many reasons why women at 
Hope would not achieve their doctorates. Grades 
and academic achievement are not the reason; 
men and women are comparable in these areas. 
Overt or deliberate design by Hope students and 
faculty may not be the reason. However, unex-
amined assumptions about women's roles may be 
a strong factor in the differential post graduate 
achievement of our students. Such assumptions 
may be difficult to detect in their application, but 
their effect is pervasive. 
The intent of this paper is to examine these 
assumptions and forces: Historical forces—from 
our own history at Hope; Social and cultural 
forces—from childhood through the college 
years: Economic and labor forces—from wages, 
affirmative action, recruitment and personnel 
practices. Each will be examined so that we may 
stop cheating our women students and in the 
process stop cheating ourselves. 
In 1868, thirty-one years after women were 
first admitted to institutions of higher learning 
and three years after Hope College was officially 
chartered, Philip Phelps, president of the college, 
and father of two daughters, led the Council of 
the college to make the following declaration: 
"Higher education for women seems to provide 
the proper medium between the spirit of Oriental 
barbarism which regards women as fitted only to 
be parent and housekeeper, and the infidelity of 
women's rights, falsely so-called." However, it 
was not until nine years later that women were 
admitted and "a place given to them in the 
chapel . " The first woman graduate, Francis 
Phelps (Otte), recalled her experience on her 90th 
birthday, "Although the academy and College 
were denied to females, my father persuaded the 
Dutch worthies to experiment with his two 
daughters. When my classmate, " T r u d e " Alcott 
and I were graduated from the Preparatory De-
partment, our boy classmates could sit on the 
platform, but we two girls were assigned seats in 
the front row below! We were graduated (from 
the college) in 1882—7 boys and 2 girls. The 
boys orated. The girls could only read essays ." 
Not permitting women to speak publicly or to 
sit on the graduation platform may seem quaint 
today, but the underlying assumption, that 
women have a predetermined place and that that 
place does not include public life, may still exist. 
In the course of examining research on women 
and the status of women on this campus I have 
found that we are still trying to define the proper 
role of women and to avoid 4 'barbarism.' ' This is 
both a credit and an indication of the distance we 
have to go. 
The social and cultural message which defines 
what women can and cannot do on the basis of 
inherent differences is learned at a very early age. 
By 3 to 5 years of age children identify them-
selves as boys or girls and begin to define their 
acceptable behavior accordingly. They also learn 
that being a boy is better. Children in school are 
told in their readers that boys are clever, brave, 
creative and resourceftil, while girls are docile, 
kind, dependent, and self-abnegating; fathers 
solve problems and take the boys on trips, while 
mothers are portrayed in passive, serving roles. 
Children learn from parents and later from 
peers and teachers that masculine-identified jobs 
and traits are more valuable than those identified 
as feminine. Even when the work is identical, if 
men or women think a woman is the creator, they 
rate the work lower. These expectations and 
attitudes blunt the aspirations of young girls or 
women who imagine for themselves roles other 
than those narrowly assigned to them: 
homemaker, childbearer and helpmate to men. 
It is no wonder that educated women, both 
students and faculty, may suffer from internal 
ambivalances as they try to integrate the conflict-
ing demands of femininity, marriage, 
motherhood, childrearing, and the challenge of 
academic pursuits and careers. The years from 
18-25 are particularly important for determining 
one's identity. At this time women are con-
templating childbearing while men are moving 
steadfastly toward a career. Indeed, marriage and 
childbearing have traditionally been considered 
sufficient reasons for women to terminate their 
schooling, though the parallel roles for men 
(husband and father) have not generally pre-
cluded men from continuing as students as well. 
The college which in its curriculum ignores the 
contributions of women, or provides few role 
models who integrate professionalism and other 
personal goals may further discourage women 
from aspiring to public achievement. 
In spite of such discouragement, within the 
past decade women's career aspirations have 
increased greatly. Larger numbers of under-
graduate women report that they are interested in 
full-time career, advanced degrees, professional 
careere, financial independence, and work in 
traditionally male-dominated areas. However, 
differences in learning may make it more difficult 
for women to take an assertive stance in career 
planning. While men are Idaming to actively 
pursue professional or career goals, women are 
more apt to learn the importance of harmonious 
relations with others. To compound the situation, 
college students associate such career relevant 
attributes as objectivity, activity, logical think-
ing, dominance, decisiveness, ambitiousness, 
self-confidence and competitiveness with being 
male. 
Desiring a career or a graduate degree and 
having the confidence and skill to pursue it are 
two different things. Women differ from men in 
confidence about their abilities. Women rate 
themselves lower than men rate themselves not 
only in "male associated" abilities like 
mathematic leadership, and mechanics, but they 
also tend to anticipate doing less well than their 
actual performance would justify. Men on the 
other hand tend to anticipate doing better than 
their performance would justify. For example, in 
one study more men expressed the opinion that 
their grades had underrated their abilities while 
more women said that grades had overrated 
theirs. , 
Even women students who aspire to graduate 
school probably differ in some significant ways 
from men students who do so. Several studies of 
women and men students show that the 
motivations for graduate work differ. Women are 
more likely to go to graduate school as an outlet 
for intellectual interests rather than as part of a 
vocational strategy as men do. While men very 
rarely aim for terminal master's degrees, a large 
number of women do so. Finally, the woman 
student or professional must always contend with 
the thought that retreating from difficult and 
ambitious work is an option f i r which she is as 
likely to win praise as to experience disapproval. 
College women are also apt to underestimate 
their working years. This failure to plan for the 
work life which they will have may contribute to 
the lower achievement of women in the work 
force. When women look for models in the work 
force they are apt to find them predominately in 
lower paying, lower prestige jobs. Last year 
more than half of all women aged 20 to 64 either 
held jobs or were seeking them. Furthermore 
nearly half of all married women who live with 
their husbands are employed; 55 of wives w i th ' 
school-age children and 37.4% of wives with 
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preschoolers arc employed outside of the home. 
In whatever capacity women work, their mean 
wage is less than that of men. Bureau of Labor 
statistics for 1977 indicate that American wom-
en ' s median salary was 60% that of American 
men; female high school teachers earn only 81% 
as much as their male peers, and female scientists 
receive 76% as much as male scientists. The 
picture in academia is no better. Even when such 
crucial variables as rank, years of service, field of 
specialization, research productivity, work set-
ting and related background and work activities 
are factored out, women still make significantly 
less than comparable men. Women are also pro-
moted more slowly than men (even with the 
effect of preceding variables removed). 
The effects of affirmative action may best be 
described as affirmative inaction in academia. In 
its six years affirmative action has not changed 
the number of women faculty nor has it changed 
their relative status. The proportion of women on 
college faculties has hovered around 24% since 
I960—a lower proportion than women held in 
1930. At Universities, the picture is worse. They 
hold only 17% of the faculty jobs. (At Hope they 
hold 16% of the faculty jobs.) This is not due to 
lack of supply. The number of women per year 
earning graduate degrees increased nearly sixfold 
from I960 to 1979. In 1977, the number of 
"unemployed and looking for w o r k " women 
Ph.D. ' s was nearly six times that of male 
Ph.D. ' s . If the "underemployed" category is 
included the proportions are higher. 
At the same time, the number of women stu-
dents on college and university campuses is in 
creasing drastically, and for the first time the 
ratio of men to women students is one-to-one. 
Because the number of women faculty is not 
increasing women students are left with a dearth 
of women mentors. An American Psychological 
Association Task Force on Women Doing Re-
search cites some of the consequences of the 
under-representation: "Males (student re-
searchers) are more likely to be invited to accom-
pany faculty on professional dips, share author-
ships for research participation, and meet recog-
nized scholars outside their departments ." 
Given the present structure of work, many 
women may be forced to choose between mar-
riage, family, and career. A study by Helen Astin 
investigated what happened to women Ph.D. 's 
eight years after completing their degrees. She 
found that 55% were married, as opposed to 85% 
of women in the general population; twice as 
many women Ph.D's were childless; those with 
children had small families. Importantly, how-
ever, 91% of the women were still in the labor 
force eight years later, 81% working full-time 
Many of the women who had married or married 
and had children had managed to do so without 
sacrificing their desire for professional accom-
plishment. 
As Astin's study points out, women can com-
bine marriage and parenthood with a professional 
career, but it may be more difficult, partly be-
cause of the conventional assumptions regarding 
a woman's place and partly because of barriers 
created by common policies and practices which 
benefit men at the expense of women. 
Recruitment, maternity leaves, and part-time 
employment may all affect a woman's chances 
for success in a career. As Alan Pifer observed, 
recruitment which is not open may bar women. 
He speaks about academia, but he could equally 
well be discussing business or other professions. 
Most male faculty members belong to a com-
munications network which consists of senior 
men in their discipline they once worked with 
or junior men who have worked for them or 
both. The network also consists of men they 
get to know at meetings of their professional 
societies and academic associations. Finally it 
consists of men with* whom they serve on 
government committees and advisory panels 
whom they frequently meet in all male clubs. 
It isn't hard to see that women just do not get 
recommended for the better jobs through this 
system. They don' t even hear about them. 
If a woman is recommended for a job her 
letters of recommendation may prevent her from 
finding a position. Allusions to physical attrib-
utes and personality, to marital status or children 
may prejudice the case against her in the minds of 
the men perusing her dossier. Even if her qualifi-
cations are exceptional and comparable to those 
of male candidates they may be perceived as 
inferior simply because she is a woman. 
If a woman gets the job, she may be penalized 
if she chooses to have children and a maternity 
leave is not granted. The additional absence of 
child-care leaves for both men and women rein-
forces the assumption that child-care is primarily 
a woman's responsibility. Finally, if there is lack 
of opportunity to work part-time with full status, 
then women may be forced to imitate a life-style 
most congenial to married men, at considerable 
personal cost. 
With the end of 1978 we can celebrate a 
' 'Century of Hope ' ' for women at Hope College 
(The Century of Hope for men ended in 1966.) 
Just as president Phelps had an expanding vision 
for women when he pushed for their enrollment, 
so we should commit this institution and our-
selves to an expanded vision, free of sex bias, for 
women and men both while they are students and 
as they move on to other roles. Certainly this will 
require critical self-examination. Recognition of 
the forces that affect women's lives historically, 
socially, culturally, economically and 
psychologically, represents a beginning. 
Perhaps in this next century of Hope we can 
capture John Stuart Mills' century old vision of 
what true equality for women would mean: it 
would mean the difference "between a life of 
subjection to the will of others, and a life of 
rational freedom. After the primary necessities of 
food and raiment, freedom is the strongest want 
of human na ture ." 
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In a last speech, it is foolish to indulge in 
fanciful might-have-beens or grandiose pipe-
dreams. For better or worse, at last one must live 
with what he has in fact been committed to, and 
be understood to mean what he has in fact been, 
not what, for publicity's sake, he might, in retro-
spect, wish he had been. 
The assumption I shall make is that what a 
person really is is revealed in his spontaneities 
better than in his careful premeditations. If you 
want to know yourself, look to your impulses, the 
inclinations that keep coming up unless you labor 
to keep them down, or the themes that make the 
pulse beat faster and the temper rise. I am more 
sure of what I am against than of what I am for. 
Every creative move begins as a protest which is 
clear and sure. 
But what is the current of protest, the recurring 
thing that often makes the hackles rise? I would 
suppose that it has been so far a battle against all 
forms of the dehumanization of man. If there is 
any pattern in the sometimes intemperate out-
bursts that have marked the years, 1 must judge 
that they have all arisen out of quick suspicions 
that somebody somewhere was threatening 
somebody's stature as a person, or that somebody 
somewhere was violating his own best stature as 
a person. I am not the first and only one to fear 
this kind of damage from modem culture. If 
fighting the dehumanization of man is an exciting 
challenge, it is exciting because in fighting it one 
stands at the center of the deepest and most 
pervasive fear and conflict and aspiration of 
modem times. 
Surely among my last perogatives is this one: 
that I may say what it is that has mattered most to 
me. If this has mattered most to me, it must 
matter much to me that this will also matter most 
to you, that you will recognize the threats to your 
humanity and refuse to let them have their way 
with you.-
It could be that when we have gotten this far 
you will want to a s k , ' 'Why not? " o r ' 'Why be a 
man at a l l ?" or "Why this rash of fear at being 
less than men?" There is nothing more chilling 
about our times than the ease with which we let 
that kind of question slide off our tongues. If you 
have a mind to ask it, I have no other answer than 
that this must be our unproved but unquestioned 
axiom: that we must be what we can be and 
nothing less; that by virtue of being a person you 
can be one and so must be; or, to paraphrase that 
old question just a bit: "For what is a man 
profited, if he gain the whole world and lose his 
stature as a m a n ? " 
The issue of the dehumanization of man or his 
humanization is not just an issue between Marxist 
statism and western democracy, or between 
atheism and religion, or between Catholicism 
and Protestantism, or between mainline or-
thodoxy and sectarian pietism, or between an 
industrialized urban culture and a primitive ag-
rarianism, or between science and the 
humanities, or between a university and a small 
private college. If it were that, the solution would 
be so simple. We would only have to guarantee 
that everyone would move to America, become a 
pietistic Protestant, study literature, art and phi-
losophy at Hope College, and then go back to the 
farm, forever after to enjoy his happy humanity. 
But it is not that simple. People have been 
dehumanized even in America; even pietistic 
. Protestantism can be mechanized; philosophy is a 
notorious depersonalizer; people have had their 
humanity squeezed out of them even at Hope 
College, and a person can degenerate into a thing 
even on a farm. The issue whether a person shall 
be truly a person or not does not finally merely set 
East against West, scientist against scientist, et 
cetera. The severe test of any culture as a whole 
and of every institution that forms a part of any 
culture, is whether when it is done with a man it 
leaves him a little more a man, with a little more 
of the Creator's image glinting on his face and 
beating in his breast. 
But even that does not tell the whole story of 
the burden that culture bears in relation to man. It 
is sobering to know that everywhere in culture 
man can be dehumanized, that no part of culture 
is immune against the risk that it will turn a man 
into a thing or deface the image. It is even more 
sobering to know that with every good and crea-
tive and necessary upward thrust of culture there 
come new opportunities and ingenuities for de-
stroying personalities. 
If I were a German like Tillich, I suppose I 
would be talking now about the demonic charac-
ter of culture, that is, the impossibility of avoid-
ing dehumanization as the price we pay for every 
move to humanize mankind. But since 1 am not a 
German like Tillich but a Dutchman like Calvin, 
I should talk, not of demons but of depravity, 
meaning now that we are endowed with an in-
fernal capacity and propensity to prostitute every 
good thing to this evil end; only I am not so 
certain that our dehumanizations are merely 
willful and intended, rather than inevitable and 
compelling. 
This is the continuing and compelling protest 
and compelling problem: how can we be truly 
persons? 
There are no simple strategies or unfailing 
panaceas. But do not expect too little either. For 
we do live by this kind of grace that where the 
threats of dehumanization are many-faceted, the 
strategems for rebuttal are many-faceted, too. 
This thing only 1 want to make clear at first, 
that 1 really do not care much how you go about 
becoming genuinely a person, so long as you do. 
In fact, the strategies cannot be neatly fixed, for 
becoming a person is a many-pronged thing, and 
every achievement that moves us closer only 
opens new challenges to self-transcendence that 
call for new ingenuities. So, wherever you guess 
fresh openings lie, look carefully there. If you 
can find your stature as a person in a small school 
rather than a big one, do not miss the chance. If 
you can get it by writing a research paper rather 
than by reading a book, by all means write the 
paper. If you can become a person more surely by 
getting into a seminar than by listening to lec-
tures, by all means go for the seminar; or by 
studying music instead of chemistry, then study 
music; or by driving a foreign car rather than a 
domestic car, then drive the foreign one; or by 
having a dozen counsellors instead of one, do not 
settle for the one. In honesty I suppose I must also 
add, even if it hurts, that if you can become a 
person by trading the Kletz for the ' 'hungry i " in 
San Francisco, then try the "hungry i " (though 
in that case, I would like to investigate the Kletz). 
Or if you are sure this will come by throwing 
away your razor or wearing a pink polka-dot suit, 
by all means do it. 
But there is a catch. The task of becoming a 
person is not at all simple, as if achievement were 
automatically guaranteed each time we did some 
different thing or devised some new unor-
thodoxy. To be different is not automatically 
synonymous with being truly human; and to 
make some change is not automatic assurance 
you will improve. If one must worry about the 
threats of dehumanization or about our indif-
ference to the threats, there must also be deep 
worry about something else: our readiness to 
believe that every change is improvement and 
every new proposal a final humanizing. There is 
still a vast difference between becoming a spec-
tacle and becoming a person, and between at-
tracting attention by your oddities and becoming 
human. 
I cannot imagine why we have been so coy 
about using the best hope we have of becoming 
human—our minds. They can dehumanize, too, 
but nothing can replace them as devices for 
- humanization. One inference 1 would hope to be 
permitted to draw from Jesus' saying, "As a man 
thinketh in his heart so is h e " , the inference, 
namely, that it is by the thinking in his heart that a 
man must become what he becomes. 
There is much more to becoming human than 
just becoming individual or free. Being human 
consists much more in a quality of personality 
than in its independence, which is only a con-
tributing condition in which personal humanity 
can develop. 
. I should think for instance, that a man would 
be well on the way to being a person if he always 
meant what he said and always knew what he 
meant; but to reach this takes a mind. Of if he 
knew himself in the exact sense that he was able 
to link whatever he did to some purpose and his 
little purposes to big ones. But this also takes a 
mind to accomplish it. 
But you can carry it on from here. What can 
you do with your mind? You can always use it to 
study philosophy. But if you do, do it carefully 
for you can run afoul even there. You had better 
read Socrates before Aristotle, Augustine before 
Thomas, Sponoza's peroration on the vision of 
God before his metaphysics and Nietzsche before 
Hegel, just to make sure that you will know for 
sure that philosophy is not just disembodied pale 
abstractions or tidy systems; it is people using 
ideas simply as topis to fulfill their highest, most 
compelling hopes as persons. If you are a little 
careful you may discover for yourself that phi-
losophy is not really a noun but a verb, not a 
result but a struggle and an aspiration, and no less 
a struggle and. an aspiration when it is logic than 
when it is ethics or religion or art. Once you are 
sure that this is so, then you can trust yourself to 
go on to read the rest, knowing that with a little 
effort you can discover a little humanity even in 
Aristotle and Thomas and Kant and Hegel and 
Whitehead and Russell. 
But if you do not dare risking 'knowing your-
se l f and so becoming a person through philo-
sophy, do it your own way; but do it! Maybe 
you will want lo try a real liberal education, 
not the dead thing you so easily make of it, as 
if it were a matter of acquiring so many separate 
facts made meaningless because torn out of the 
contexts of some human quest to be more truly 
human. When will we finally learn that education 
under any name is an illusion so long as it is a 
matter of accepting what is handed on to you as 
so much information only so you can pass the 
same dead stuff on to others who will also 
pass it on only because you passed it on to 
them? 
Try something else. See science for once not 
as a routine fiddling around with dead detached 
items according to cold methods dictated by 
abstract theories. See science rather as people, 
always engaged in the dramatic,wrestling with 
stubborn nature to make it give up its secrets 
and finally its treasure so that people may finally 
be delivered from want and the fear of want. 
Or ethics; do not let it ever be detached and 
wordy theories or debates carried on on strato-
spheric levels. Ethics is people, people living 
freely by the good they know but also tire-
lessly moving on in quest of the better good their 
intuitions tell them lies somewhere beyond all 
the goods they have won. Or history; how many 
ways we have devised of turning this into a 
travesty! and how readily do we fall for the 
terrible phrase, "the dead past ," as if the past 
ever could be dead for us who are alive! History 
finally is not simple facts and dates, it is people. 
And they who study it are people, too, trying 
gloriously to extend the all too tiny span of their 
lives, by a dramatic and living recapitulation of 
all that any anywhere have done and thought and 
dreamed, multiplying their own infinitesimal 
selves by all the billions who have gone before, 
and mounting themselves on the mighty shoulders 
of the past so that they may hurtle forward in new 
bursts of creativity. And even religion can come 
alive and make us human when we stop seeing it 
as merely so many dead propositions organized 
into logical systems or as a certain kind of 
nebulous pietism. Religion, too, is people, 
hoping and aspiring and achieving all they pos-
sibly can, and then out there where they know 
the despair of knowing there is infinitely more 
to be done and learned and no more strength or 
time to do or learn it, crying up to God for that 
final fulfillment and that final quietude which a 
God of mercy is pleased to crown and complete 
a life of labour. 
Henry 
tenHoor 
by Henry ten Hoor 
Among the words of wisdom in this collection, 
the ones found in the paragraphs you are now 
reading are very likely the only ones that make up 
a real last chance message. For other con-
tributors, the last chance is a supposition; for me, 
in view of my imminent retirement, it is real. 1 
hope that this circumstance may give my words a 
certain genuineness, not perhaps of the quality of 
John of Gaunt who said, just before his taking 
off, "Methinks 1 am a prophet new-inspired," 
but at least a proper soberness rising from the 
realization that after a third of a century-! will 
have little or no opportunity to speak with stu-
dents, and that this is, literally, my last chance. 
If from that introduction you conclude that you 
are in for a long and boring harangue, banish the 
thought. I have only four things to say. Four 
only, because, you see, the longer one con-
templates what is really important, the smaller 
becomes the number of the things that seem to be 
so. 1 put them all in the imperative mood: after 33 
years I will arrogate to myself that privilege. I 
hope that you will heed what these four things 
say. 
First, respect language. This is your obligation 
as an educated human being. The ability to use 
language is the one great characteristic that dis-
tinguished us from animals and connects us with 
divinity. Animals howl, bark, or purr, but they 
make no poems and formulate no propositions. 
How did everything begin? "And God 
said " "In the beginning was the Word." 
For man, nothing happens without language: 
ideas cannot exist without them, feelings are 
incomplete without them, events lack signifi-
cance without them. Language is power, beauty, 
society. 
What a shame, then, to use it thoughtlessly, 
imprecisely, imitatively. What an insult to wear 
it out in cliche, to express ourselves only in 
others' borrowed words, to deny its originality. 
How stuffy to be always "shar ing" when we are 
reporting or informing or plain telling. How dull 
to be always4 'hopefully ' ' going to do something. 
How unimaginative to reduce the idea of impor-
tant change to " a whole new ball g a m e " or the 
essential nature of anything to "the bottom 
l ine ." How boresome when for everyone plans 
become "scenar ios" and when every effect is an 
" impac t . " All the expressiveness, precision, 
freshness of language are there for the using. To 
refuse to take advantage of them is to diminish 
your humanness, and that is to diminish the 
image of God that each of us wears. 
Second, avoid pride. That's a laugh, you say. 
Pride is that medieval sin that got people, into 
purgatory or hell. That 's so. But pride was 
around a long time before the Middle Ages and 
it's still around today. We have simpler names 
for it. We call it being number one, numero uno. 
We tell ourselves to look out for number one 
because nobody else will. We tell ourselves that 
number one deserves it, we're worth it. Eve did 
that in the Garden of Eden and brought thorns 
into paradise. Earlier Lucifer did the same thing 
in heaven and exchanged it for a hell. Job felt 
that, being as good an important as he was, God 
wasn't giving him a fair shake. Agamemnon 
wanted to be number one among the Greeks and 
was willing to slaughter his daughter to get there 
and to walk the red carpet to prove that he d made 
it. But Job had to knuckle under and Agamemnon 
got his bloody comeuppance. 
What the number one notion does is to con-
vince us that we can dominate and manipulate 
things and people for our own pleasure and 
convenience. It conYinces us that we may pollute 
a planet, hog its resources, misuse what it affords 
us. Itjustifies our using other people. It ends with 
sacrificing the Jan Chandles of this world to our 
selfish whims. It makes tragedy; it makes waste. 
It wrecks souls, societies, worlds. 
Number one? If you belong to the family of 
man, you are never higher than number two, 
because one always defers to his brother or sister. 
If you belong to the family of God, you 're always 
number three: first, God; second, your fellow 
Christian; third, yourself. In that arrangement 
there is no tragedy, no waste. 
Third, practice love. By that I don't mean the 
popular sort of thing that goes with the word 
" m a k e . " That usually belongs with what we 
were discussing before. More often than not it 
means mere physical satisfaction, which, as like 
as not, victimizes rather than showing affection. 
Real love is much more than that. There is, to be 
sure, romantic love between young men and 
young women, compounded of passion and de-
votion. It's a good thing, romantic love. 
Thoughtful people respect it. Shakespeare did. 
even though he saw something comic in its ex-
travagances. He. nevertheless, recognized it as a 
symbol of true, mature, selfless love. 
It's more than that, though. It extends beyond 
the sexes. It's a sort of natural law. Whenever 
love is absent, disorder and unhappiness appear. 
When love is present, harmony prevails. There is 
something to be said for that old theory of the 
great chain of being in which love keeps every 
member of the hierarchy in its proper, happy 
place. Love holds the whole structure together. 
Denial of love causes war in heaven, disaster 
among kings, feuds in families, quarrels between 
lovers, estrangement among friends. Remember 
Dante who in his final -vision of God recogrfi/.ed 
that what he saw was "the love that moves the 
sun and the other s tars ." Love is as indispensable 
to an ordered universe as gravity. It is a natural 
law of the spirit. In a world created, sustained, 
and redeemed by a loving God. love is the 
pervading principle. Only in harmony with it can 
we live really satisfying and truly productive 
lives. 
*, Fourth, take charge. It's time for me to turn the 
world over to you. I have no qualms about that. 
It 's your responsibility from now on and I'm 
convinced that you will live up to it. You 'II make 
some mistakes. Which generation hasn't? My 
generation is giving you a world pretty badly out 
of shape and you've got a lot of fixing to do. But 
you can do it because you have dreams to realize 
and energy to make them real. In the doing there 
will be tears as well as laughter, disappointment, 
defeats, as well as accomplishments and 
victories. The successes will come because you 
see "how beauteous mankind i s , " because you 
believe that the world is still renewable with 
every generation. 
But time flies and before you know it you will 
be turning your world over to still another genera-
tion, because no generation lasts forever, no 
generation is the be-all and the end-all. " W e are 
such things as dreams are made on, And our little 
lives are rounded by a s leep ." That's not pes-
simism; that 's a sense of proportion. When you 
time for sleep sets in, will you have produced a 
generation you're willing to turn the owrld over 
to? If you teach them, as we have tried to teach 
you, to avoid pride and practice love, you'll need 
have no misgivings. 
Goodbye. God bless you. 
Page 6 Hope College anchor 
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WASHINGTON—Handleman 
came rushing into the off ice of 
Wheeler Generous, chairman and chief 
executive of the Seven Sisters Oil Co. 
"Good n e w s . " Handleman cried, 
"our profits for the first quarter of the 
year have gone up 110 pe r cen t . " 
" O h . my G o d . " Wheeler said. 
" H o w did it happen?" 
" "It beats me. We just kept charging 
more and more for our products and 
people kept paying the price. We could 
have a record year. I thought you 'd be 
happy, s i r . " 
"You bloody fool, Handleman. 
Don t you see the implications of this? 
The President will say we ' re making a 
windfall profit on the gas shortage. 
Congress will demand that we divest 
ourselves of our retail outlets, and the 
whole country will say we ' re goughing 
them. Every Tom. Dick and Mary in 
the consumer movement will be after 
our scalps. Isn't there some way we 
can knock the profit picture down be-
fore the public finds out about i t ? " 
"1 don't think so. sir. The money 
just keeps pouring in. Brinks is com-
plaining they don't even have any 
place lo store it. If we start fudging our 
profits the SEC will be on our backs. 
We have lo go with the f i g u r e s . " 
"I was afraid of t h a t . " Wheeler 
said. "Where are we holding the stoc-
kholders ' mee t ing?" 
"In New York City. sir. It 's the 
most convenient for e v e r y b o d y . " 
" W e don' t want it to be convenient. 
W'e have to announce these profits as 
quietly as possible. What about hold-
ing it in Harrisburg? No one will want 
to go t h e r e . " 
"I get your thinking, sir. We' l l meet 
in one of our gas stations near Three 
Mile Island. That should keep atten-
dance down and hopefully the press 
will stay a w a y . " 
' 'Let 's schedule it for seven o clock 
on Sunday morning, when Walter 
Cronkite is a s l e e p . " 
"Good idea. The news could get 
loose, especially if the Ayatollah Kho-
maini decides to shoot 100 more 
people that d a y . " 
" N o w let 's start working on my 
statement. I think I should say that I do 
not consider the first quarter profits 
excessive, considering that we intend 
to pour back most of our profits into 
new equipment after we pay the stoc-
kholders a reasonable extra d iv idend . ' ' 
"What kind of new equ ipmen t?" 
Handleman asked, as he took notes. 
"I ll say we ' re developing new 
meters for our gas pumps so they can 
accommodate a dollar a gallon and 
more at our stations. These new meters 
will be a boon to 'a l l our customers 
since gas station attendants will no 
longer have to add up our surcharges 
by h a n d . " 
Handleman wrote it down. " W h y 
don' t we start giving Tupperware away 
again if people buy 10 gallons of pre-
mium or m o r e ? " 
" A n excellent thought. We could 
give a cup and saucer away with each 
purchase until people have a complete 
set. Also we might hand out a free 
poster of Seattle Slew to anyone having 
a tuneup and oil c h a n g e . " 
Handleman said, "You ' r e a genius, 
W. G. Those announcements will take 
people 's minds off the profit busi-
n e s s . " 
" I ' l l save the best for last. I'll tell 
the stockholders and whatever press 
shows up that, because our first quarter 
has shown a slight improvement over 
1978, we intend to double our grants to 
Public Television in order to bring the 
American people the best British 
Broadcasting Corp. shows that money 
can b u y . " 
"You ' r e all heart, W. G . " 
"All r i gh t . " Wheeler said. " G e t the 
speechwriters to work. Let 's play this 
up as not a good year or a bad year, but 
one where we ' re managing to survive, 
which is all any oil company is trying 
to do in these inflationary times. And, 
Handleman. tell the sales department 
to cool it. If we have a second quarter 
like the first one I'll wind up being 
subpoenaed by a Congressional 
Energy Committee which will want to 
know what the hell is going o n . " 
(c) 1979. Los Angeles Times Syndi-
cate 
y 
NEW Y O R K : On Saturday, April 28, 
five Soviet dissidents spoke as free 
men, marveling at the abrupt turn of 
fate that brought them to the U.S. They 
called their presence in this country 
" a s incredible as if we had found our-
selves on the m o o n . " 
They said this country " h a s its own 
prob lems"—but not the heavy weight 
of unfreedom. 
The five, including Alexander 
Ginzburg. one of the leading Soviet 
"dissidents, were flown into Kennedy 
Airport Friday afternoon, there to be 
exchanged for two Russian spies. 
" W e were deprived of our citizen-
ship and were informed of that at 5 
a m , " the five related. " W e were told 
that we must leave the country in two 
h o u r s . " 
"Because of a special deal with 
President Carter and other authorities, 
we were told we were going to New 
Y o r k , " they said. 
W A S H I N G T O N : The typical urban 
family of four had to gross nearly 
$19,000 last year—9 percent more 
than the year before—to maintain what 
the government considers to be a mod-
erate standard of living, a new survey 
shows. 
In an annual report on urban family 
budgets released Saturday, the Labor 
Department said the average four-
member family requires a yearly in-
come of $ 18,622 to enjoy a hypotheti-
cal ' 'middle- level ' ' standard of living. 
Of the 40 areas surveyed, Austin, 
Texas is the best place to live, dollar 
for dollar. The city requires the small-
est annual incomes required to main-
tain each of the three standards of liv-
ing. 
W A S H I N G T O N : The .na t ion ' s 
dentists were freed Saturday from re-
maining ethical restrictions on adver-
tising, a move federal officials expect 
to lead to lower dental bills. 
The Federal Trade Commission an-
nounced the agreement with the 
American Dental Association to end a 
two-year-old antitrust case attacking 
ethical standards that allegedly kept up 
dental bills. 
LANSING, MI: Gov. William G. 
Milliken ' finished his three-day 
weekend tour of the Upper Peninsula 
during the weekend, saying he will tfy 
to obtain an extra $400 million to build 
as many as five new prisons in the state 
during the next 10 years. 
Milliken said he would make the 
request in a special corrections mes-
sage to the legislature next week. He 
read part of that message during his 
six-city U.P. "l istening t o u r " during 
the weekend. 
T E H R A N , IRAN: The National Ira-
nian Oil Company says production of 
Iranian crude oil will average 3.5 mil-
lion or 4 million barrels a day for the 
rest of the year, with a total of 1.05 
million barrels going daily to Exxon, 
Texaco, Gulf , Caltex and Shell. 
Reza Aximi, the company ' s market-
ing director, told a news conference 
Sunday nine-month contracts had been 
agreed on with some 35 countries and 
oil companies. He said the price was 
$16.57 a barrel for light crude and 
$16.04 for heavy crude. Azimisa id all 
the buyers agreed not to sell any of the 
oil to South Africa or Israel. 
SALISBURY, RHODESIA: The 
new government of Rhodesia will offer 
amnesty to its guerrilla enemies, but 
will continue to send soldiers outside 
the nat ion 's borders to pursue those 
who continue to attack. Bishop Abel 
Muzorewa said Sunday. 
Muzorewa, who was expected to 
head the new black-majority govern-
ment in what will become known as 
Zimbabwe Rhodesia, spoke in a tape 
recorded interview in Salisbury last 
Friday that was aired Sunday on 
ABC ' s "Issues and A n s w e r s " pro-
gram. 
C A M P D O D G E , IOWA: Tran Dinh 
Loc apprehensively approached his 
American sponsor, knelt and kissed his 
hand. Some people wept openly. Oth-
ers held hands over their faces to hide 
their tears of joy at escaping Vietnam 
mixed with tears of sorrow for loved 
ones left behind. Gov . Robert Ray. 
addressing 141 refugees who arrived 
Sunday to settle in Iowa, said the ' 'boat 
p e o p l e " were "a t the end of their jour-
ney and at a new beg inn ing . " 
It was exactly four years ago, April 
29, 1975, that Saigon fell to North 
Vietnamese forces. Ray had an-
nounced his intentions to allow 1.500 
refugees to migrate to Iowa earlier this 
year af ter viewing a television 
documentary about the harrowing 
plight of the refugees. Iowa is already 
home to about 3 ,500 Indochinese ref-
ugees. 
This sculpture by Ericka Peterson is currently on exhibit In the 
DeWitt Art Gallery as part of the 'Unknown Seniors' exhibit. A recep-
tion for the artists will be held tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. In the gallery. 
DEFORE YOU HEAD HOME HE AD TO THE 
DOOKSTORE YOU MAY HAVE SOME 
DOCKS YOU CAN SELL 
50% 
OF PURCHASE PRICE 
OK PAPERBACKS 
60% 
OF PURCHASE PRICE 
ON HARDBACKS 
THE FINE PRINT OP BOOK BUY-BACK 
Book buy-back is an opportunity for 
students to recover some of the money 
they have spent for course books they do 
not wish to keep in their personal libraries. 
This process recycles books from those 
wishing to sell to those wishing to buy and 
allows the bookstore to offer used books 
as well as new ones. Over half the titles 
used at Hope are reused at some other 
time, but with new editions, changing titles 
and gaps between the times a course is 
offered, students can more likely expect to 
sell back about 25% of their books at the 
end of the semetter. 
HOW DOES BUY-BACK WORK? 
During the last two weeks of the Spring 
and Fail Semesters a buy is held at the 
bookstore. There are two buys going on at 
the same time. First the store buys books 
that are being used the following semester 
at Hope. This is the bookstore buy and the 
prices paid are 50% of the current selling 
price on paperbacks and 60% on hard-
covers. The quantities bought are some-
times limited by projected class enroll-
ments and the number of books the store 
already has on hand. 
The second buy is done for the Follet 
Used Book Co. in Chicago and the prices 
are the wholesale values listed in their 
"Blue Book" buying guide. In general, 
these prices range between 5% and 30% 
of the current selling price. The bookstore 
does not encourage students to sell books 
in this manner unless there seems to be no 
indication that the book will be used again 
at Hope. 
WHY WON'T THE BOOKSTORE BUY ALL 
MY BOOKS? 
In a given semester there are several 
factors that can cause a book not to be 
bought back at the 50% -60% price offered 
by the bookstore. Some of them are: 
1. The professor has not yet submitted a 
book order. 
2. The book is not being used the fol-
lowing term at Hope. K is a good idea to 
try again at the next buy-back before 
selling to the used book company. 
3. The book adoption has been changed 
because some l?etter book has become 
available. The bookstore no longer needs 
the book but it may be bought for the 
used book company. 
Folletf s Used Book Company lists thou-
sands of textbooks Which they will buy, 
but even they do not buy everything. For 
example novels and religious titles are al-
most never listed. Also when a new edition 
appears the old edition has no value even 
to the used book company. 
There is never a guarantee that textbooks 
purchased by students will be used again 
by any Instructor anywhere In the country. 
Students should not buy books with the 
expectation of reselling every one—that 
happens in very few cases. The real value 
of a book is obtained by studying it care-
fully and if it can be retold when no 
longer needed then that is an extra bonus. 
V 
COOKS 
DUY DACK IS NOW THROUGH MAY 31 
DMH6 YOUR M>. 
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27 students meet QBK standards JVeller system accepted 
Sharon Carnahan .
 k 
<4 
For nearly two hundred years, elec-
tion to Phi Beta Kappa hias been an 
honor bestowed in recognition of high 
academic achievement, especially in 
the liberal arts. At today's Honors 
Convocation at 11 a.m. in the Chapel, 
Hope will be recognizing those 
twenty-seven senior students who have 
met Phi Beta Kappa's high standards of 
intdtectual honesty and tolerance, 
wide range of intellectual inter-
i, and show understanding and not 
merely knowledge of subject matter. 
New members are painstakingly 
selected each spring semester by those 
members of the Hope community who 
were themselves elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa at their undergraduate institu-
tions. 
The selection process begins in Feb-
ruary, when the chapter secretary re-
quests from the records office a list of 
those graduating seniors with at least a 
3.5 CPA. An adjusted CPA is then 
computed, omitting grades earned in 
applied or professional work such as 
courses in business administration, 
education, engineering, journalism, 
library science, physical education," 
radio, television, speech, and applied 
art, theater, and music. 
To remain in the running, a student 
must have completed 90 hours of 
course work, exclusive of these excep-
tions. Weight is given to the breadth of 
each candidate's program, as mea-
sured by the number and variety of 
courses taken and the balance and 
proportion in the candidate's degree 
program as a whole. 
Although membership can include 
up fo 10% of each graduating class, 
both the chapter charter, and chapter 
president William Mungall, associate 
professor of chemistry, make it clear 
that no right to election adheres to 
merely being in the top 10% of one's 
graduating class, or to achieving the 
minimum 3.5 CPA. 
After the adjusted CPA has been 
computed, chapter members divide the 
candidates' transcripts among them-
selves and spend long hours collecting 
a multitude of verbal professorial rec-
ommendations for each candidate, 
usually beginning with the chairperson 
of the student's major department. 
At this point, departmental chair-
people are usually asked to suggest 
students they feel may have been omit-
ted from the list. "That way, we don't 
miss anybody," noted chapter se-
cretary Francis Fike, associate profes-
sor of English. Members interviewing 
professors about the candidates look 
for evidence of scholarly interest and 
original contributions, both inside and 
outside the major field. They also track 
down the circumstances behind any 
exceptionally low grades on an other-
wise excellent transcript. Verified 
evidence of cheating, plagiarism, or 
extremely reprehensible conduct re- " 
moves a student from consideration. 
Members of Hope's chapter take 
transcripts and recommendations to 
group meetings, where they meticul-
ously consider each student before 
reaching a decision. 
Newly elected members were 
notified of the honor by letter before 
Spring Break, initiated at Marigold 
Lodge on April 27, and officially an-
nounced today at the Honors Convoca-
tion. 
The newly elected members are: 
Mark Boelkins, Gayle Boss, Paul 
Busman, Sharon Carnahan, Mark 
Chockley, Ann Davenport, Jeff De-
Vree, Paul Draper, Michael En-
gelhardt, Mark Eriks, Anne Fries, 
David Johnson, David Lewis, Terr-
ence Lock, Stephen McCullough, Jen-
nifer Parker, Richard Paske, William 
Patrie, Sharon Pearse, Cindy Pet-
roelje, Tom Rigterink, Kim Lori Ste-
vens, Conrad Strauch, Robert 
Thompson, Carl Toren, Mark Van-
Lummel, Jane Visser, and Sandra 
Wiederhold. 
On December 5, 1776, at the Col-
lege • of William and Mary in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, Phi Beta 
Kappa was formed, beginning the tra-
dition of Greek letter societies in 
America. The society had an oath of 
secrecy, a badge, mottoes in Latin and 
Greek, an elaborate formal initiation, a 
seal, and a secret handclasp. These 
trappings were dropped as a result of 
widespread antimasonic feelings in the 
I820's. 
After that, the society, which had 
originally been a 4 'society of congenial 
spirits" similar to one of Hope's own 
fraternities or sororities, became more 
and more of an ' 'honor" society, meet-
ing only two or three times a year. 
Hope's chapter participates in the 
Visiting Scholar Program, drawing 
from the fine pool of speakers available 
through the United Chapters of Phi 
Beta Kappa. Women have been admit-
ted to Phi Beta Kappa since 1875, long 
before scholastic honors for women 
were commonplace. 
Classes of membership include 
members in course, elected from each 
graduating class; alumni members, 
elected from the alumni body of the 
sheltering institution; honorary mem-
bers, elected from outside the mem-
bers or alumni of the sheltering institu-
tion; and immediate members, indicat-
ing all those currently active in a chap-
ter. Available for purchase by each 
member is a Phi Beta Kappa key, in-
scribed with the initials of the Latin 
words Societas Philosophiae, and the 
Greek letters OBK, initials of the 
motto, "Love of wisdom is the guide 
of l i f e . " 
Hope's Phi Beta Kappa chapter, the 
Zeta (or sixth) of Michigan, was in-
stalled on February 19, 1971, after 11 
years of effort in attempts to qualify as 
a member institution. ©BK grants an 
average of ten new charters every three 
years, and institutions must have im-
pressive overall profiles in order to 
make the grade. The reviewers consid-
ered such factors as faculty salary, li-
brary budget, number of Ph.Ds on the 
faculty, size of endowment, and 
number of distinguished graduates. 
They granted Hope's charter in 1971, 
and were particularly impressed by the 
vitality and concern of the undergrads 
at Hope. 
As expressed in its Handbook for 
New Members, the three initials Phi 
Beta Kappa "continue to meet with 
high esteem wherever their meaning is 
understood' ' nearly two hundred years 
after its founding. 
Who is Pat 
La Fontaine' 
by Neil Chen 
Imagine you are one of the players 
on a college women's tennis team in 
the MIAA. Your team is playing Hope 
this weekend, and you have been 
matched to play against Pat La Fon-
taine. So you walk up lo the coach of 
Hope's team and ask, "Hi , coach! 
Who is Pat La Fontaine?" At least you 
thought she was the coach. Surpris-
ingly, this "coach " te l ls you that she is 
Pat La Fontaine! Do not faint, because 
you have just met Hope's one and only 
Pat La Fontaine—student, housewife, 
and tennis player all rolled into one. 
Pat La Fontaine was bom in Detroit 
forty years ago. When she was four 
years old her family moved to Grosse 
Pointe, Michigan, where she lived 
until she graduated from high school. 
She attended Siena Heights College in 
Adrian for one year, transferred to the 
University of Detroit for another year, 
and transferred to Oakland University 
for half a year before leaving college 
education for marriage. Pat and her 
husband, Fred, moved to Holland six 
years ago. They have five children, the 
eldest of whom is now a senior in high 
school; the youngest is ten years old. 
In September of 1977, Pat decided 
to finish her college education. When 
asked how she felt about attending 
classes with people a lot younger than 
she, she replied that she felt very ner-
vous at first but she feels "right at 
home now ' ' because everyone at Hope 
has been nice to her. She also said it 
was very encouraging for her that Hope 
accepted all the credit hours that sne 
had accumulated in her earlier college 
career. Pat also expressed that profes-
sors today take female students more 
seriously than their colleagues of 
twenty years ago. 
As for the future, Pat says she has 
nine hours left to complete next fall and 
a business law course next spring be-
fore she takes the CPA (certified public 
accountant) examination. 
Most of Pat's days are hectic ones, 
what with cooking, housework, tennis 
practice, classes, and homework all 
making demands on her. But she says 
that her husband and children have all 
supported her in her quest to finish her 
college education. 
SPANCOM, a computer assisted in-
structional program in Spanish devel-
oped by Hubert P. Weller, Foreign 
Language Department Chairman, has 
been accepted for national distribution 
by CONDUIT, a source of quality 
computer-related instructional mater-
ials for higher education. SPANCOM 
is One of the first two programs in 
the humanities accepted by CONDUIT. 
Weller's interest in using the com-
puter to help foreign language students 
began at a language meeting in St. 
Louis in 1969. "At that time I had no 
idea how complicated it would be to 
write a program," says Dr. Weller. 
He took a computer assisted instruc-
tional program class in order to "get 
some terminal experience." Weller 
said, "Soon I was hooked—it's a 
phenomenal lot of f u n ! " He began 
work on SPANCOM in the summer of 
1975 and completed the entire package 
in January of 1977. 
A distinct advantage of SPANCOM 
Whitney takes 
music award 
Terr)' Whitney was awarded honor-
able mention in the sophomore wom-
en's division of the National Associa-
tion of Teachers of Singing spring ad-
judications held April 7 at Albion Col-
lege. 
Whitney is a sophomore vocal per-
formance major from Grand Rapids, 
presently studying voice under Joyce 
Morrison, associate professor of 
music, at Hope. She has been studying 
voice for five years and is in Chapel 
Choir. According lo Whitney, she 
spends about two hours each day prac-
ticing singing. 
Over 100 singers from the studios of 
30 Michigan university and college 
teachers participated in the competi-
tion. Whitney competed against 17 
other sophomore women; each of the 
contestants was judged on three songs. 
Kim Nagy, a junior piano major 
from Grand Haven, provided piano ac-
companiments. 
Whitney is also one of six pinners of 
the concerto aria contest at Hope. The 
winners performed Tuesday night with 
the orchestra and the symphonette. 
Whitney was the only vocalist who 
won; there were also winners in the 
piano and instrumentalist divisions. 
is that its drills go beyond the right-
or-wrong approach and respond to the 
actual problems a student is experien-
cing. It diagnoses the problems, drills 
the student on them, and branches out 
to give specialized help in that area. 
"However, it can't replace the teacher, 
it's only another too l . " Weller added. 
SPANCOM was developed with 
partial support from the Great Lakes 
Colleges Association Lilly Faculty 
Development program and the Hope 
College Mellon Summer Grant pro-
gram. 
SC results 
Jon Schmidt was elected President 
of the Student Congress in Monday's 
elections. 
Schmidt won with 77.5 percent of 
the votes. Lana Bian was elected with 
48.4 percent of the votes to the office 
of first Vice President. The other can-
didates for this office, Ted Bolema, 
and Teresa Renauld, received respec-
tively, 33.1 and 18.5 percent of the 
votes. Jane Sanderson will be next 
years second Vice President. 
Brad Bingel, current Vice President, 
stated he believes that the students 
set a new record this year with over 35 
percent of the student body voting and 
50 percent of on-campus students 
voting. 
Operas presented 
continued from page I 
night of the birth of Christ. Singers are 
junior Lena Daniels of Great Falls, Va. 
as the Mother, sophomore Roger 
Roelofs of Parma as Amahl, junior 
Michael Eldridge of Stone Ridge, 
N.Y., Matt Soeter of Green Bay, Wis. 
and John Gumpper as the three Kings. 
Student accompanists for the scenes 
are freshman Jean Sjoerdsma of 
Waupun, Wis., sophomore Susan 
Ward of Muskegon, Lori Nevlezer, 
sophomore, of Marion, NvY. and 
sophomore Susan Weener of 
Kalamazoo. Associate professor of 
music Charles Aschbrenner will ac-
company the Impressario. 
PLANT KINGDOM 
215 S. RIVER 
DOWNTOWN HOLLAND 
PH. 392-4356 
Thinking of Buying a 
Diamond? 
call DAVE . 
KAMMERAAD 
392-2290 
engagement r ings—men's 
r i ngs—wedd ing bands 
quality diamonds 
at wholesale prices 
DONT MISS OUR 
TWO FOR ONE SALE! 
Buy any new book and choose one 
' from our special selection FREE 
Friday 7 pm to Saturday close 
49 East 8th Street, Holland 
open : M—F 9:30—9:00 
Sat. 9:30—5:30 
.Fdr Complete 
Travel Service— 
6 EAST EIGHTH ST 
HOLLAND 
Mother ' s 
Day C a r d s 
Tell her how much you 
love her with a beautiful 
Hallmark card. Sunday, 
May 13. 
© 1979 Hallmark Cards, Inc. 
GIFTS 
FOR ALL MOMS 
9 ^ 2 2latione/ig 
" S I N C E 1 8 0 0 " 
Downtown next to Penneys 
VAIUABIE COUPON 
5 0 * off 
'New Joisey Hoagie' 
GOOD THRU—5/10 
location: 9th & Central 
HOLLAND, Ml. • Phone 396-5385 
OPEN ALL WEEK... 10:30 - 9 
OPEN SUNDAY 
1.111. to 7p.iii. 
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A 
Hope College anchor 
Doug K o o p m a n 
At long last the school year is drawing lo a close. For most of us its been a year 
full of ups and downs, struggles and ease, triumphs and defeats. And for many, 
myself included, it marks the last ;ime final papers will be thrown together at the 
last minute, exams will be crammed for. all-nighters will be pulled, study breaks 
will be attended, and Skiles will be hit to unwind. It is quite naturally a time for a 
little reflection on four years of involvement in many things old and many things 
new. and to see what effects they 've had and what effects they could have had but 
d idn ' t . 
To follow the theme of this page and also my experience 1 'd like to take a look 
at what experiences athletics gave me in the four years and to"hint at what value 
they 've been personally from a variety of different viewpoints. 
First of all, there have been many new experiences in athletics that being at 
Hope has given me. For one, Hope was the first place where I had to work hard to 
be able to play a sport. It wasn't that 1 was that good in high school, it 's just that 
it 's not l(H) hard to start when you re the biggest guy on the football team and there 
are only 14 warm bodies from which the coach has to choose eleven starters. So it 
was easy then to play. But coming here, one had to work. It was good to do it, but 
it was hard. It was harder still, but also more profitable, to sit on the bench 
because my talents weren t as plentiful not my abilities as highly developed as my 
teammates. Play is a struggle, but not playing is infinitely more difficult for 
someone used to always being in there. 
Another new experience was having the opportunity to pick up towels, tape 
ankles, and carry around trunk loads of uniforms in such diverse places as 
Goshen. Indiana, Chicago, Illinois, and Fort Myers Beach, Fla. And I don' t use 
the term "oppor tun i ty" facetiously either, in a lot of ways managing, sitting on 
the bench in an orange sweater and blue corduroys was a lot more fun jhan either 
playing or sitting on the bench in glorified underwear wanting to play. There 's no 
pressure, no need to become frustrated. no tension, no fear o f ' 'blowing i t " at the 
crucial point, no chance of being chastised by coaches, teammates, or spectators. 
There ' s also no chance for glory or recognition, but that comes to only a few, and 
even when it comes its only for a fleeting moment. 
Along with these two paramount experiences there have been many other 
moments that I remember. For example, as a freshman the first day of practice, 
seeing the person in front of me bench 300 pounds on the Universal, knowing that 
I could do only half of that. Or eating a pre-game meal at the Michigan City 
McDonald 's ; or drinking coffee at 1 a .m. in a Lansing truckstop in the midst of a 
January blizzard; or trying to get to sleep when T. J. and Drops are yapping away 
and watching the late movie in the Crawfordsville Holiday Inn; or getting hit in 
the head and forgetting to go out on the field during the next series of plays; or 
feeling something snap in my knee and knowing it means spending the next spring 
break on the fifth floor of Holland Hospital with sutures in my skin. 
There are a lot of things that make up four years of being in athletics. Some 
good, some bad, and some ugly. 
What does it all mean? Was it worth the sweat, the frustration, the time, the 
missed job opportunities, the sacrifices that it all took. The answer to that question 
is at once yes and no. Yes, it was worth it to work hard and fail and finally to work 
hard and at least break even. It was worthwhile to get to know the many people I 
would not have known had I spent my life in the Kollen study room. It was worth it 
to work together, to achieve things for all practical purposes impossible. It was 
worth it to have towels and socks and jocks thrown at me so I could put them 
away. 
But at the same time, no, it wasn ' t worth it. It 's done nothing to improve my 
character, to improve my value as a person. Whatever I 've gotten from sports, 1 
probably could have gotten something of equal value f rom somewhere else. 
Instead of practicing from 3:30 to 6:00 in the fall afternoons, I could have studied 
more, read more, jogged more, drunk coffee more, socialized more, worked 
more, blown off more, enjoyed plays more, listened to music more, done 
everything else more. What was put into athletics could not be put into any other 
pursuit. The benefits of intercollegiate and intramural athletics cannot and didn ' t 
outweigh the benefits of anything else. 
That ' s not to say I regret the path that 's been traveled, or to urge that others on 
the same path should detour off . On the contrary, if 1 had to do it again, 1 doubt 
that I would change much of it. if anything. It seems the important thing was not 
what route was taken, but how that route was traveled that seems important. 
Maybe that 's the way it should be. 
Hope squares off against Olivet in one of the sprint events. Olivet defeated Hope and has placed 
itself on top of the league with an unblemished record. Calvin, last year's track champion in the MIAA, is 
tied with Albion and Hope who each have one loss. 
s w p ' 
Steve N e a r p a s s 
FOR SALE: Dorm size re-
frigerator. 27" high, full freezer 
across top. Used only one semes-
ter. Cost $150 new. Will sell for 
$100.00. Call Bob, ext. 4657. 
SENIORS: If you have any extra 
graduation tickets that you can 
spare, I am will ing to pay. I need 
three more for my immediate 
family. Call Bob, ext. 4657. 
Coming soon—the 4th annual 
W1Z and Burgy B.B.B.! 
To The Friends of The Peanut 
Store: Thanks for the glorious 
year—may you live long and 
prosper one for m e — Joy 
NEED A SUMMER JOB?See 
Off-Campus Job Services, Phelps 
Lobby. 
STAGECRAFT: Hooray! We 
made it. Thanx for some excellent 
all-nighters. 
B.A.L. 
WAY TO GO SIBS! Congrats on 
winning the blood drive! Sib 
blood is thicker than water. 
Another near has come to pass. It 
has been very interesting holding the 
job of the sports editor for the promi-
nent anchor. 
The job of the sports editor can have 
its ups and downs and I experienced 
both. I did enjoy the job and Hope has 
a lot to offer in the area of sports. 
I only hope that you as readers were 
satisfied with the job that I did. 
There were many times that I re-
ceived complaints f rom the various 
sports that I was not covering them 
all. Well, I know that you have legiti-
mate reasons for being upset with me; 
after all the job does hold a certain 
amount of responsibility. I only wish 
that you had been more understanding 
toward the situation that I was in. First 
of all, the staff that I had that helped 
me cover the sports was small, to say 
the least. Over the course of the whole 
year only once, during the fall , were 
there more than two writers, which 
included me. This spring I had Doug 
Koopman helping me out by writing a 
column, " T i m e O u t , " and also cover-
ing the baseball team. I was the only 
other one to cover the other sports. 
One of the biggest reasons that some 
of the sports saw little or no coverage 
was because of the hard times trying 
to set up t imes to talk with the coaches. 
This was necessary because of the im-
possibility of covering all the games or 
matches. With the load of the normal 
school work plus trying to represent 
the Hope sports in the paper, I had to 
view many of the games second-hand. 
There was also the problem of many 
times when the coaches either blew off 
their meetings with me , were never 
around, or simply did not want to talk 
to me. This doesn't make the job any 
easier. 
Despite all these problems, I feel 
badly about not getting the proper 
coverage for several of the sports on 
campus and I would like lo apologize 
to you now. 
This spring, Hope has been doing a 
respectable job competing in the 
MIAA. The men have a shot at second 
place in each of their sports, while the 
women have a shot at three first places. 
The men ' s tennis team is having a 
good year as they boast a 9-5 overall 
record. They are 2-2 in league play and 
have an outside chance of getting a 
second place finish. The baseball team 
is in second place and could tie for 
first with Albion, but that would mean 
winning 80% of their remaining games 
in the MIAA. The men ' s track team is 
in the thick of the race, but they will 
have a hard time catching Olivet for 
first place. 
The women ' s Softball team is on top 
of the league with a 7-1 mark. They 
are led by Monica Walker who has 
won four of her five decisions as a 
pitcher and the team leads the league in 
both hitting and in earned run average. 
The tennis team is in second place be-
hind Kazoo. They have a tourname.it 
tomorrow at Calvin where they might 
be able to knock off the Hornets. 
The women ' s track team is in second 
place with a 3-1 record. They travelled 
to Albion today to compete in he 
MIAA field day. The archery lean, is 
in second place behind Alma and t. v 
will have a tough time catching 
undefeated Scots. 
Hope has shot at 2nd 
The Dutchmen baseball team split 
their two sets of doubleheaders this 
week as they continued on into league 
competition. 
On Monday the Flying Dutchmen 
traveled to Olivet to take on the Com-
ets. Hope was able to take a victory in 
the first game 4-2 , but once again 
couldn't put it together for two contests 
and dropped the night cap 5-1. 
In the first game, freshman Rog 
Reimink picked up his first college win 
as he struck out 3 and walked only one 
in going the distance. Hope scored all 
their runs in the first inning as Perry 
Paganelli, John VandeGutche, and 
Jack VanderMaas all had key hits. 
In the second game, Hope took an 
early 1-0 lead but the Comets came up 
with four runs in the sixth on only two 
hits and four Hope errors. All five runs 
allowed by pitcher Tom Vander Stel 
were unearned. 
On Friday, the Flying Dutchmen 
split again, this time to the visiting 
Albion Britons. The split left Hope 
with a 5-3 league record, but allowed 
Albion to clinch at least a tie for the top 
spot, as they finished their league c 
tests with an impressive 10-2 slate 
In the first game, Albion fin 
came out on top of a seesaw battl 
take it 9-7. Hope led 4-0 after only 
innings, but three innings later the 
torn; were on the better end of the score 
5-4. The Dutchmen rallied to com-
mand a 7-5 lead in the seventh, but 
reliever VanderStel could not hold the 
Britons in check in the seventh as h 
went down in defeat. 
In the night cap, Hope put or an 
impressive display of offensive 
firepower to overcome the Britons 6-5 
in eight innings. Rick Zoulek belted 
two two-run homers for the Dutchmen 
and also scored the winning run on Pete 
Rink 's sacrifice fly in the eighth, ' o b 
Angle was the beneficiary of the scor-
ing barrage, as he went the distan.e to 
chalk up the victory. 
The Flying Dutchmen wrapped up 
their season yesterday with a doub-
leheader at Alma, still with a chance to 
get part of the second-place spot in the 
MIAA race. 
DELS 
GUITARS-BANJOS 
MANDOLINS AND FIDDLES 
STRING INSTRUMENT 
CONSTRUCTION/REPAIRS 
23 E. 8ih St., Holland 
Of MICHIGAN 
77 E. EIGHTH ST. 
HOLLAND, Ml 49423 
(616) 392-5997 
FREE ADJUSTING TO 
COLLEGE STUDENTS 
on study week-
Why go out for pizza? 
Have it delivered to your dorm! 
Roma Pizza 
RESTAURANT 
will deliver up to 11:00 weeknights only 
Bring in this coupon for a week-end special 
77 E. 8th Street 
Within walking distance of campus, 
(across from Holland Theatre) 
Call 392-7084 
Hours: Mon-Thurs. 11-11 
Fri & Sat 11-1 
Sun 12-6 
COUPON 
9" cheeze pizza 
j FREE with any large 
pizza and coupon 
THE 
DALE CARNEGIE 
COURSE 
CLASSES 
NOW 
FORMING 
Gain Self-Confidence 
Speak More Effectively 
Improve Your Ability 
To Deal With People 
Call Grand Rapids Toll Free 
1 - 8 0 0 - 4 4 2 - 4 9 2 8 
pre sen t ed b> 
William C . Meldermant£ Assoc., Inc. 
THERE JS A 
DIFFERENCE! 
c 
EDUCATIONAL 
. CENTER 
TEST PREPARATION 
SPECIALISTS SINCE 1938 
919 E. GRAND RIVER 
E. LANSING, Ml 48823 
(517) 332-2539 
Outside NY State ONLY 
CALL TOLL FREE 
800-223-1782 
G r a d u a t i o n 
C a r d s 
Special occasions call for 
thoughtful Hallmark 
cards. Shop from our 
wide assortment. 
'0 
on 
nt-
4oi (my*j... 
© 1979 Hallmark Cards. Inc 
GIFTS 
PARTY GOODS 
9 ^ 2 Station/is 
"SINCE 1900" . 
Downtown next to Penneys j 
.'r. . >. J 
